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Man may be 
Felo de ſe by de- 
ſtroying him- 
{elf,by our Law: 0 
and Fur de ſe, by depri- 
ving and Stealing himſelf 
5 away from him to whom 
* his Service 1s due., by the 
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The Preface. 


Imperial Law : and prodi- 
tor de Se, by the Law of 
Nature, if he deſcend from 
the Dignity of Humanity, 
and ſubmit to the Danger 
which he might aword. 
Theſe are words of the ve- 
ry Learned Doctor Donn, 
againſt rhe Feſuitical ambi- 
tion to {ufter: and, with 
all my hear I with , they 
were nor 1n all particulars, 
£00 too pertinent to our pre- 
ſent Caſe. 
__ 2. For an Opinion, that we 
are our own Lords, and may 
diſpoſe of our ſelves, for 
the glory of Gad, as we 
pleaſe , precipitates, . not 
only 
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only Teſuites, but the vea- 


lous' of all profeflions, to 


 forſake themſelves, and to 


quit, their Duties, with a 
ſtrange prodigality of their 
Lives and Fortunes. 

3- But it 1s, verily, a 
great Miſtake ; for we are 
not our Own : our Perſons, 
our Parts, our Eſtates, and 
Capacities, they are Gods, 
the Kings,the Churches, and 
our Wives and Friends - 
and toall of theſe, in a ſe- 
veral reſpe& and proportion, 
we are juſtly accountable for 
them. 

4. It was a Monſtrous 
kind of wantonneſs in thoſe 

A 4. Wo- 


#, 
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Women, Gellins ſpeaks of, 
that - ſo long. plared with |} 
their, own Lives, till they - 
had brought it up for a fa- 
ſoon, to kill themſelves. | 
 _ 5. And yet it ſhould 
ſeem, that it is even Natu- 
ral for men of Stomack. to 
value a Name above Life ; 
for the very Heather, temp- 
ted with honour and v4in- } 
glory, (and ſometimes with 
eajeyand a defire to be freed 
trom preſent Inconweni- 
ences ) how familiazly did 
they kill themſelves ? 


ZR 6. Whereupon, it is ob- 
167, lerved, that ſuch as Jabour- 
cd for publique prefervati- 
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The Preface. 
on, did oppole themſelves 


to this ſtrange Corruption, 


by endeavouring to. Con- 
vince the World, that there 
1s nothing more baſe and co- 
wardly then to deftroy ones 
S gi 

. The Emperours allo 
in theip Laws and Conftitu- 
tions, had Remedies againſt 
it : not only by Forfeitures, 
but Infamy it felt, to re- 
move, if poſſible, the  Temp- 
tation of glory. 

8. Yea, as if the Self-de- 
nial of Chriſtianity were too 
weak to encounter it, we 
read of a Law in the Earl- 


LY) 


dom of Flaunders to the. 


{ame 


E. 
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ſame purpoſe : m which, 
this deſtroying of. ones ſelf, 15 
counted with Treaſon, Here- - 
fie and Sedition - and do not 
our own Laws Reckon it, 
not onely Mans-ſlaughter, 
but Maurther £ yea, as a 
thing hardly ſtanding with 
the truth of our Profeflion, 
as Chriſtians, the Canons of 
the Church are ſet againſt it, 
denying ſuch perſons Chri- 
ian burial. 


9. Amongſt Chriſtians, 


Bellarmine ( - 


way of re- 


proach, indeed, to his Ad- 
verſaries) hath this Grada- 


t20. 


11 his. 


Obſervation, 


wherein he placeth the 


worſt, 


The Preface. 
worſt, firſt. To Suffer, ſaith 


he, the Anabaptiſts are for- 
wardeſt, the Calwinifts next, 
and the Lutherans very ſlack, 
And if it may be no offence 
to my Þrethren, we may ca- 
fily note ; that with us, the 
pris 1s forwardeſt , the 
Anabapri next, the Inde- 
pendent next, nod the Preſ- 
byterian laſt, (ro dilparage- 
ment to 1m) though all too 
forward) in expoſing then- 
ſelves to needleſs ſufferings. 

Io. And now, my Bre-. 
thren, if this Witneſs be true, 

and the premiſes cannot be 
denied 3 lctus begin to think 
with our ſelves, what it 15, 
that 


that doth Warrart and 3 Ju- 
ſtific Sufferings, and eonſti- 
_— x 
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Certainly , if pro- 


ſk -ieſ sfo ſuffer makes the 
Martyr,” the Anabaptist, the 
Quaker, yea, the Feſuiteand 
the Heathen, the Lunatick 
and the Madman, even ſuch 
as have neither Grace nor 
| Reaſonare far before you. 

12. We muſt conclude, 
that zothing can prefer the 
Sufferings of one Way or 


« Party 


(be it the Sobereft 1n 


the ww orld) to an higher E- 
ſtimation or Reward, then 
another, or indeed, - Heats 
it from the offence of God, 


our 
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our Nezghbour,andS elf-Mir- 
ther, but _ Fuſtneſſe of the 
Cauſe, - | 
13. Yet, if the Canſe be 
Fuſt,except the Intention be 
right too, we fail of Martyr- 
dome:1t 18 not thefall;ngwith 
a beloved party, the ſarisfy- 
ing the humour of a multi- 
tude, the preſerving a Name 
with Male-Contents, the an» 
{wering our own Idea of 
Conweniency', much lefle, a 
being revenged upon a Go- 
pernment we hate, that. 
makes a Martyr. *Tis nei- 
ther the Intention without 
the Cauſe., nor the Cauſe 
without the Ltertzon,- ſhall 
win 
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win and wear this Crown 3 
Though I beſtow all my 
goods to feed the poor : yea 
though I give my body to be 
Lurned and have not cha- 
rity, it profiteth me nothing. 

14. Again, Admit the 
Cauſe and the Intention 
borh were rzght : yet, there 
15 another way to iruſtrate 
the hopes, and lofe the Re- 
ward of Martyrdoine : for 
there inuſt be a fit occaſron 
too, Neceſſrtating the Sut- 
- ferings which God approves. 
A Learn:d Man againſt that 
Teſuiticall fary of daring 
the Magiſtrate, aſſures. us , 


that the Right Martyrdome 
periſh- 


U 


The Preface. 
periſbeth upon this ground 


( among others ) that he 
which refaſeth to defend his 
L:fe by a lawful a6, and en- 
| tertaines not thoſe overtures 
of Eſcape,which God preſents 
him, deftroy's himſelf. 
 . Ig, There is a Golden 
Mz:an ( worth a Golden 
Mine ) fitly illuftrated by 
the Law of the Roman Ar- 
my, Fus Legionss facile, non 
ſequi, non fugere : Neither 
to purſue perſecution with a 
Negle& of our Safety or du- 
ty : nor to. run awayfrom 
it, with apparent hazard of 
Gods glory. 
16. Indeed;our Srprean: 
Lord 


IT TE PI 
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Lord ſometimes calls for 
our Goods, our Eiberties, 
and our Lives, in witneſs 
.to his truth : yet, though he 
allows our Afﬀeci:onto him- 
ſelf a channel to Run in, 
cven to death , when he re- 
quires; he, by no meanes, 
indulgeth that Heatheniſh 
Corruption of: deſtroying our 
ſelves. When God calls 
weare bound to ſuffer, . and 
to ſufter chearfully, and wil- 
lingly, and readily, but ne- 
2 ver Spontaneouſly, or to have | 
a hand in our own blood; | 
either by provoking our 
_ own Ruine,. or ſuffering 


for: our own Cauſe, or being 
our 
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The Preface. 


our own Executioners, This 
15 to throw away the Talent 
lent us 3 which ought ths 
onely to be ſpent, when it 
may not be improved azy 
other way for our Maſter's 
—_ 


. To ſuffer for Chriſt 


TB 4 Goſpels ſake is, in- 
 deed,a favour from Heaven, 


to you tt 2s given, im the be- 
half of Chriſt not onely to be- 
lieve , but to f1 uffer for his 
ſake ; but mark, it muſt be 
for his ſake, and on his be- 
half , and giver too, by God, 

in the courſe of his provi- 


dence ; not ſnatcht or ftolne 


by our own Raſhneſſe, and 
B haſt- 
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The Preface. - 
haſtning the Occaſion and 


Execution of it. 
18. God hath. been plea- 
ſed toſet downin Scripture 
the Grounds and Cauſes up- 
on which he Calls, and we 
my and muſt ſubmit to ſut- 
ferings : and to ſhrink, 
when fairly called,or run up- 
on ſufferings, when not cal- 
led, the fir$t, is to crucifie 
Chriſt in his Cauſe, and the 
laft, isto crucifie Chrift in 
our ſelves : but to be craci= 2? 
ficd for Chriſt, is to ſuffer # 
with him, that we may be *' 
alſo glorifeed together. 
' I9. Give me leave, my 
dear Brethren (tor whom T, 
truly, 
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truly, travel in Birth) with- 
out offence to be plain with 
you, in afew words of ſeri- . 
ous advice, {ealonably infer- 

red from theſe Confiderati- 

ons 3 which my hearty af- 

fection and faithfulneſs to 

you, and this poor Church, 

will zot ſuffer me to omit, & 

4 Thſhall ceaſeto trouble you. 

; 1. Let me beſcech youto 

ſuſpect that natural Corrup- 

tron, which, upon Ambiti- 

on, Diſcontent, and Temp- + 
tation of Credit and Glory 

3 10 the World, 1s prone to 

haſten you, in this Criſis of 

* diſtemper, to#nwarrantable 
Sufferings. 


B 2 2.Take 
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2. Take heed of being 
Hurried to ſuffering, with 
the Motion of the Mul:i- 
tude , or by the fond per- 
{waſion of an implicite faith, 
or dependance upon the 
principles and examples of 
others ; whoſe Temptations, 
haply, may be greater then 
yours; and yet,if you follow 
them, their ſufferings may be 
Iſs. Yea, it 1s potlible,and 
worthy to be heeded, that 


others may tempt you to 


follow them into that Con- 


dition,whercin you, indeed, 
may ſuffer for them, and yet 
they not ſuffer with you. 

3. Therefore, having the 


glory 


The Plies, 


olory of God, the proſperity 
of Sion, the peace of the 
Nation, the progreſs of the 
Goſpel , the Salvation .of 
Souls, the tulflling of your 
Miniftry , and proviſion for- 
your Selves and your ſeve- 
ral Families before your 
eyes ; let nothins tempt 
you from all theſe, that a- 
mount to no more then 
the pleaſing and gratifying 
an Eſpouled party, that re- 
| / olvesto be Angry : for, a- 
gainſt all theſe, I canſee no 
reaſon, why you ſhould re- 
ſemble that Spelunca Hiene, 
which the Prophet c6plained 
of; that is a f:ſþ (as St.Chry-. 


ſoftom 
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. ThePreface. 
ſoFfom obſerves) that hath 


but one back- bone, and can- 
not turn, CXCEPt It Furs all at 
one. 

4. Above all, OY heed 
of diſpleaſing Chriſt by 


pleaſing your ſelves or 


friends ;, of provoking him 


to forſake you in your {uf- 
ferings, by difſembling to 
ſuffer for him when you 
know you do not ; or when, 
indeed, you do not, and you 
thinky ou Ao. 

To ſuffer the [oſf of all in 
pretence for Chriſt , and, 
iberefore to ſuffer the loſs of 
Chriſt too , this is ſuffering 
Indeed. What can more 

unbiiter 
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The Preface. 


imbitter our ſufferings, then 
to have the puniſhment of 


bfs temporal ſeconded with 


the puniſhment of pain Spi- 
ritual 2 and our diflembled 


ſufferings for Chriſt re- 


warded with our real ſuffer- 
ings from him : with a, who 
bath required theſe things at 


your hands ? 


. Remember the great 
end of our Life and cal- 
lings, of our Stations and 
Relations : we are not ſent 
into the world properly toV 
ſuffer,but to do, viz. to per- 
torm the Offices of Society 
required of us in our ſeve- 
ral places. 


B 4 3 The 
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2. The way to Triumph 
was not(of old) to be ſlain 


in the Battel, but to haye- 


kept the Statzon,and done all 
Military dutzes : let us ſtand 
faſt, and not be ſhaken or 
moved with the blaſts of en- 
vious reproaching or flatter- 
ino words. Let not ſmall 
encounters of apprehended 
inconveniences make us flie, 
or quit our duties. | 

3. Letus fulfll our Mi- 
niſtry begun : and Run the 
Race that is yet before us, 
with patzence and perſeve- 
rance, to the end, deſpiſing 
the ſhame, as our fore-runner 
did, who may call zs alſo to 
follaw 


The Preface. 
follow his fleps, as well 
through evil as good Report ; 
Yielding him Sweat in the 
Harwve$i of our Calling, and 
not our Blood till he Calls 
for it. - 

6. Pythagoras his Sholars 
were to {uffer themſelves to 
be {lain, rather then to ſtir 
their foot and tread down a 
Bean ; and Farwice , the 
Prieft, in King James his 
days, though he had pub- 
liquely decjared before, that 
it was lawfill to take the 
Oath of Allegiance, yet he 
would die in the refuſall of 
it, becauſe it ſeemed not 
Expedient to him to take it 
then, ...4. A" 


Ib AAS 


The Preface. 
2. Ah! my Brethren, is 


there, indeed , no greater 


Latitude in Chriſtian-liber-. 


ty * muſt we needs ven- 


ture ell upon a point of + 


Indifferency, or meer Expe- 
aiency £ 

I dare not Determine, how 
far a Divine poſitive Law 


loſeth its hold and obliga- 


tion in Caſe of Tuſt fear or | 


Neceſſitic : yet, when we ſee 
nothing 1n the things en- 
Jjoyned, that is againſt the 
Law of Nature ; and when 
there is #o Rule tobe found * 
againſt them in the voty | 
Scrrpture ; yea when the 
Caſe 15 ſuch as indeed ours 
Is, 


£.% 

; P 
Lot 
We] 
1% 


Conformity (though wery 
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| derftanding.. 
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13, that neither the primitive 
nor the Reformed Churches, 
diſallow of Conformity ; Tis 
evident, that at moſt, there 
1s ground of Scruple onely of 
the lawfulneſs; there can be 
no Knowledge of the unl aw- 
fulneſithereof. 
3- Now in ſucha Caſe , 


Conſcience cannot prohibite 


much is Fill pleaded from it) 

for indeed, in accurate 
Speakzng , it is not Conſci-, 
ence that doth properly bind fun fun: 
at all, but that Law which s«. on = 
Conſcience takes Knowledge 


of, and prelents to our VUn- 


And 


The Preface. 
And if the Law be not 


clear init ſelf, or if Conſci- 
ence take not a full or clear. 


Knowledge of the Law,eſpe- 


cially 1f there be wo Law at - 


all in the Caſe, we have no 
K nowledge to Enlighten and 
gnide our Conſcience, we 
are inIgnorance,in doubts, or 
in Scruples ; and the Law of 
Conſcience doth not now 
difate to us what to door 
Siffer;and if,in ſuch a Caſe, 
we chooſe to Suffer, we may 


- notiay, welſuffer for Con- 


ſcience : I did it Tonorantly, 
not Conſcientiouſly, ſaith the 

great ApoFle. 
Hence a Learned Divine 
(11 
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The Preface. 


( in confutation of the Te- 


ſuiſts ſuſfering-2eal ) con- 
cludes, that where God hath 
afforded us no way of attain- 


' * ing to Certain Knowledge ; 


though a man may have 
ſome ſuch knowledge or 
Opinion as may ſway him, 1n 
an Indifferent Action , by 
Reaſons of Conweniency ; or 


with an Apparent Analogy 


with other points of more evi- 
dent Certainty ; yet, no 
man may Suffer any thing 
for theſe points , as for his 
Conſcience : becauſe,though 
he lighted upon the Truth , 

yet 1t was not by any Cab 
tain Way which God ap- 
pointed 


Dr. Dons 
m_ P- 
238, 


[1 
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pointed, for a' Conftant and 


Ordinary means to find out 
that Truth. 

6. Butleſt I enlarge be- 
yond the bounds of a Pre- 


face ; In ſhort, O that my 


brethren would ſoberly ask 
themſelves , what that 
means , | will have mercy 
and not Sacrifice ? 18 there 
no ſuch thing as ſelf-deniall, 
in parting with our 072 
Wills ? is no apprehended 


Inconwenience to be born for 


' the diſcharge of our Truſt 


to God and men ? 1s nos |} 
thing tolerable that is not 
beſt 2 or is nothing to be 
Neelded out of charity and 


pity 
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| pity to the Chnrch and 
IPs Oar ſelves and Fami- 
: lies? 

Are the Talents of our 


_ 7 offices, our Gifts, and our 
" opportunities of doing good, 
* at our owN diſpoſal ? are the 


” fpricks and cries of the: 


| Souls of our people, of our 


— —_ —_— 
4 , En non) © "” 
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wives . and.children hanging 
upon us, eaſily anſwered, or 


: the zmportunity of F riends, 


the Reaſonings of Brethren, 
the perſwaſrons of all the E- 
minent forreign Reformed 
Dzwvines, the Authoritie of 
long continued Cuſtome in 
our own Church,or theLaws 
of the Land,can all theſe no- 
thing 
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thing prevail > What ſhall 
we ſay to theſe things ? 1h 1t | 
be ſinful to conform, declare | 
wherein : if not, but {ome | 
ſmaller matter hinder us; IT | 
cannot but remember then 
that he that died of the Bite 
of a Weaſell, lamented that it 
was not a Lion. 

I ſpeak as unto Wiſe men, 
Fudge ye whatT ſay;and the 
God of Truth and Peace be 
with you. Amen. 


ud of vx A TA 
GN ee RY 's : 


required , out of my tender affefion to 
- CG them, ; 


THE 
Grand Caſe 


Whether it be lamful to declare, as is re- 
gaired bythe late AOt, Entimuled an A& 
For the Ulniformity of Publique Pray 


ers, Kc. | 


Reſol. 


the very lemf#ineſs of the Book of 
Common=prayer : ſo few ſheets of 


' paper may not be thought to attempt ſo 


great a Tacke,as their ſatisfaQion. - 


* Yer, hearing that many Moderate Brez 


thren do now cbeck,, who bad reſolved to 
conform, had not theſe Deelarations been 


oy: Sl nt g's 4 2H, 


2048033402400 


I Fear, there are fame that queſtions, 


4 


2 The preſent Caſe 
them, as alſo my defire of the good of the 
Church ( which , I cannot but  þdlieve, 
may be much advanced through their 
Conformity ) I have taken this encourage= 

ment, to offer my Reaſm, why I con» 
|! ccive, that ſuch Miniſters as could other- 
wiſe have conformed, may lawfully declare 
in order thereunto, as by the ſaid Ad is 
required, 

Fhat we may diftin#y, and throughly 
judge of this weighty port, we ſhall ſer 
before our eyes both the Declarations in 
their own words ( for there are two of 
them)the firſt we have in page 73. and 
the other im page 77.0f the AG as it 15 now 
printed 5 they are as followeth, 


The firſt is thus. 


J A.B. do here declare my nnfeigned Aſſent 
. and Conſent to all and every thing contai= 
ned and preſcribed in and by the Book, En- 
zituled, the Book, of Common-Prayer and 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments,and other 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, ac=- 
<ording to the uſe of the Church of England, 
zoetber with the Pfalter, or Pſalms of Da- 
vid, pointed as they are to be ſung or ſaid 
in Churches; and the: Form or Manner of 
Making, 
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and that. the ſame was in its Self an un- 
lawful Oath, and impoſed upom the Sub 
jefs of this Realm againſt the known Laws 
and Liberties of this Kingdom, 


about Cortformity; 
Making, Ordaining , and Conſecr ating if 
Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons. | 
The ſecond is thus; 


7 A. B. do declare, that it is not lawful 
pon any. pretence whatſoever to take 
Arms againſt the King, and that I do abbor 


that Traiterous poſition of taking Arms by 


his Authority againſt bis perſon, or: againſt 
thoſe that are Commiſfionated by him. : ani 
that Twill conform (to the Litnrgie of ,the 
Church of. England, 4s it is 1ow by Law 
Eſtabliſhed, And I, do detlate, that T do 
held there lies. no obligation upon me or «n 


any other perſon from the Oath, commonly 
called the Solemn League aud Covenant, , 


#1 Endeavour any Change or Alteration of 


Government , either 'in Church or State; 


| Thefe are the Declarations : we pros 
ceed to conſider each of them, in their 


ſeveral Branches. Touthing the fift, 
the Caſe is, 


& 2 Caſe 


J 


The preſent Coſe 
CASERL 


Whether it-be lawfull ts Declare in ths 
Words of ihe firſt of theſe Declarations 7 


ReſoE. - 


T* His Declaration hath #wo branches. 
; The firſt 15 about the Litrrgy ; the 
faſt, about the Book; of Ordination.. 

1; Touching the Litmryy, we are to 
declare in theſe words.” T do here declate 
»3y nnfeigned Aſſent' and Conſent to all and 
every thing contained and preſcribed in and 
by the ſaid Book, Entituled the Book of 
Common-Prayer, &c.. | 

2. Touching the Book of Ordination,. 
we are to declare in theſe words : nd the 
Form or Manner of Making, Ordaining and 
OConſecrating of Biſhops , Priefls and Dea= 
CONFs, | 

. Now give me leave to ask, what 
' can poſlibly render it unlawfull for ſuch as 
can conform without it (for ſuch I deal 
with) ths to declare ? EE 

4.. As for the latter branch, touching 
the Form or Manner of Making , Ordai- 
ning, and Conſeerating Biſhops, Ro and 
eae- 
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| have Subſcribed, already at their Ordinge"/*o ** 


\ Book, Entituled the Book, of Commune 


about Conformity. S | 


Deacons; this , moſt that have Livings ft 


tion, and read their allowance of, openly,,... Mot 
to their ſeveral Congregations, upon their fo 
Hnduttion.: belades, had not this been MY 
quired in the 47, who knows not that >» «+ toy 
zo conformity without ſubſcribing and Few *o7 
reading the Nine and thirty Articles, in dF) by {yh 

ohe of which wwe declare the ſame, could ed bp | 
Gpally ſuffice ?- Yea', who ſees not ths CI 
weakneſs of ſuch a. pretence of future Con-.,c.., or | 
formity-, it, this part af the Declaration's"oeorr'p Þ 
had nor been required; which indeed is”*"!*" | 
no mew thing, nor ſuch, as any one with 
out ſc}-abuſe or ſelt-deluſion could. poſlts 
bly expe& ſhould not fil] be required 
or (truly I think) without diſltmulation 
or abuſe of the world, conld ſay, they 
intended to have conformed had not this 
been required ? we f . 

. But I perceive the firſt part of th: 
Rs ——_— the ES . LY 
the greater burthen of exception. . - 

'The,words are, I do here declare my 
unfeigned afſent and conſent 40 all and every 
thing eontained and preſcribed in and by the 


Prayer, CC, 
#- Byt.did you indeed intend to have 
C3 conformed 


The preſent Caſe 
formed had not this Declaration been re- 
quired, what can hinder you thus tojde= 
clare ? viz, that you do afſent and cone 
ſent to that which your ſelves did intend to 
prafice ? and that this your afſent and 
conſent to your own intended pratiice is 
not H ypocritical,but unfeigned? certainly, 
this 1s al! that is here required. | 
7. Perhaps, the long Title of the Book 
afrights us. But if there be more then in 
the Book,, we have nothing to do with 
that : for we are only to declare for every 
thing contained in the Book, : but if there 
be not, then we that embrace the ſub. 
farce, have no reaſon tobe ſcared with 
the ſhadow ; or to ſcruple' at that in tha 
Title, which we can uſe in the Book, © 


Objed. x. 


Tt is objected, that there are ſeveral 
expreſſions in the Book of Common-Prayer, 
that though we could fafely read them, 
yet we do not ſo heartily lik 

prove them, as we ſeem to be required to 
eng ne 1 


C and afe ; 


© , gbout Conformity. 9 | 
yt odpt+ef” yon __—_ a p* vi Fragen Gfnfwn of wo 08 bien of | 
Had for af ; 4 yi xt *%<bw j51's Moy Wprdy yt LG 4 wore: dar it 
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al C Tf *{Kront K'v [Þ. FJ} quBk fegy- TH = ſp a Pe, $1 + Ty to 
| x. Do not force an Edge upon theſ#) »* > 
- words, to wound your ſelves, Look well Lc. | 
upon the Declaration, and you will find+; farm v- 
© o EI) Þ yt LY 
that the obje& of your aſſent and conſent P21" | 
Is not the words, but. things ; not every Pn au 
o . | LL ' 
word, but every thing ; not every thinge 7". | 
as there expreſſed, but every thing con- __ _ | 
tained in the expreflions, and preſcribed $0 fin | 


ug 
o U '} : 
In and by the Book of Common- _ ; IJ 
Prayer. 4 vt $y born an) « ronkadir ec, uf 1 fanlf hear ht aþb 
iz yur _ y% pde 


2, Yet, if you can conform to the Book} qo a; | 


I hope you can read the words : and it gow ww Þ 
ſo, I hope you can aſſent and conſentfe g&4 wi 
anfeignedly to the lawfulneſi of the Aion m__ | 
which your ſelves perform : and this iS 2owek ?, 
.#ll, as more fully I ſhall ſhew preſently, >" 
that is here required of you to de> 

clar Co G2; | 


Objef, 2. 


But though we can ſe the things, yet 

it ts only for peace ſake, and obedience to 

. Authority, &c. and not becauſe we 

' would chuſe, or can abſolutely approve of 
the things in themſelves. = 

| -.. C4  Aujm, 
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bh ud & mbar approve a thing abſolxtely, 
ny as is NT, in the Qbje&ion, and compa 
hw = : ratively or reſpe&ively. 
(Figs 5 + Fel 1, That we ſhould abſolutely approve 
| 40-4, *5Ty of every thing contained in the Book of 
rk £ .+«Common-Prayer , as that which we 
i Ge. - PUR) would chyſe above all other, and as beſt 
"F ſou \ -.". 212 it ſelf, we cannot, either with charity 
{o 9% 2 to our ſelves, or. our Governour, or with 
if ly f- "> any colour of reaſon, conceive to be the 
=. vt f L zntention of the Declaration required. 
Dov [214Seeing, it is a moral impoſſibility, that all 
= wt Qmen, inſo mapy particulers, and various 
[{ + eds 7Ycircumſtances , ſhould be exatily of one 
goue mind. And ſeeing much lefi will ſerve 
we I 4 13the ends of Government , and the de- 
| v5 7:** fiane of the Afi for Uniformity. 


| JI rg 2, It is therefore , @ comparative Or 


n yy 


lis 
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AY any thay 


(EIN (creſpettive approbation , - that is here 
| P9703 Ph required : or rather in the milder words 


P - OST Ed 0+ 


Fogel i of the AR, aſſent and conſent the grounds 
Ne *f*Fhereof., a are not ſpecified in the A@, 


I yy hs but left. to onr ſelves; and ahinfrerce 
4d C NN ken hy xhe grounds and motives are, if they gre 


nad He (: y/ v - 
I FH 1s etal to prevail upon us, to aſſent and 


| hy revs + evwſens urfeignedly to the Book of Com- 
ly ih 46 Ahab. © bs wu) L ow —— | © V9uY «(0 JST JON= 
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JMI. 


conveniencies above Non-conformity ; and + ++ 


mon-Prayer, our Governours expe&t no_'4 
more, forcheir Ai hath irs end. 7149 le wir 
3. Thus we are left free to comparep/ti ts 
the effes and conſequences of our conn | Bp” 
formity , and Non-conformity : of obedi.»f«« wh 
evce tp the At, and our diſobedience See Glow. | 
and if we can but comparatavely approveynr rowtun 
of conformity, that is, with reſpe@ to irs}! $700. 
'Þ 
conſequently of every thing to be con=ly%s FL 
formed to upon the like grounds , we: i4-y cop f 
may ſafely declare our aſſent and conſentL, 05%, | 
to the ſame, in the ſence of the Ad}y ot aid 
mein: Ling 1 yh wot ob eff 
4. For doubtleſs, our  Governours Itt« p#6 Fg | 
tended we ſhould uſe thoſe means they*2n i Hep. | 
offer us, for the ſame end themſe[ves.ſ4 e we! | 
propoſed. Seeing , therefore , by ther") * | 
Act, theyintend, and require uniformity, oy Lw. td | 
and ſceing alſo, that they threaten ſuchf;t apbres He | 
as will not thus aſſzre them that they] © 
will conform, with the loſs of their Lis. 
vings, &e. and laſtly, ſeeing all ſich 
penalties are annexed to Law, on pur- 
poſe to move vs to ative obedience, what 
remains, but that we are allowed hs 
to reaſon, Here if ſuch a Declaration re- 
quired byLaw, and ſuch a fevere penalty 
annexed, for all that diſobey it : though 
T could rather have liked the Book, of 


| Come 


- 


The preſent Caſe 
Common-Prayer, if ſuch and ſuch thing r | 
had been altered , yet rather then loſe my | 

o 


living, and therewith, all legal opportunity 
of ſerving the Church » rather then ſhew 
my ſelf croff and diſobedient 40 Authortty 
in lawful things, rather then ruine my 
| ſelf and family for 2 thing indifferent, 
| though, in it ſelf T judge it is inconvenient : 
I do chuſe to be i ard conformable ; 
and in order thereunts, upon theſe grounds 
T declare my aſſent and conſent unfeigzedly 
to every thing to be conformed unto. 

[FF >< 5. Indeed , had the word | Free 
_ £4 —been in the Ai inſtead of { unfeigned 

| (iv (d #+, there had been more colour of this Ob- 
þ v +6 £ Jeon. 


i 
=: "3" Therefore , out of a vile. deſign, I 
i 
| 


1 


@ fo e—fear , of ſome male=contents , that can 
& { TY 
boy | Þeackhs *\/more > freely conſent to our common cala= 


we wh umities then our common _— ic 
wy eu 5 


oh wo beams — 13 rigid, And that thus 


bs _—_ __— 


bots yon 


bo Fo” - with pc Whereas the word Free is not 


5 at all mentioned, and ſo the whole 


| Oe pur b: EL ; Br ound of the exception faileth. 


\ BoB: Gogh ow mA WT Wſop for . the _pertett . removal of | 
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1209 Cub 5 Bos a= Jo Py 14 BY Ar wg” Sl ſe Ga \\ Fo 
; any fach ſeruple for ' ever, Jet the 4 - 
>. tan it ſelf, The words —_ bp Vl 
" ately forgoing this Declaration,” are theſe,f.)' .\ uk. 


Every Minifter=——— ſhall declare his un-* *e v : 
feigned aſſent 'andl conjent t6 the Uſe of EW £2 
all things' in the ſaid Book: — I 
and preſcribed ,” in theſe words - and ned, at erpftob —_ 
other , they ' are the words of this De-/ + "£ 2 yob 
elaration.>. Poa an get A rare y oy NG 
Mark, we muſt feclare our un FEAT _— | 
"124 


aſſent and conſent.. To , what ? not'> 0 
Hr 1 bon 1 
fimply to all things, but to: all things & oxy po 
with reſped to their "uſe: : to the uſe IP ys 
all things in the ſaid Book, Bur in'.,, Aga wa I 
what words muſt we declare for the >" IF 
#ſe of all things in the faid Book? in,.., WIG | 
theſe words, and no other 5 and'* they Prot ' gt ible _ 
are, as was ſaid, the words of => De- EAN 
Carat eat oftoe onſhore 0 deg 
. Fhe "plain meaning of the Ad ap=w<) » fra ty 
pears, therefore, to be but this: while =; Ea 


) 

we declare, in theſe words, 'viz. of the. gon we , 

Declaration, we do bur declare our un"! wy ws 
' feigned afſent and conſent to: the wſe yr. + 4 
of Common-Prayer : which if we can**” an by 
: AJlawtully uſe, we do but declare, that , I qu po 
' . if we do confirm, we do nothing againſt." eh, (vs 
; or conſciences : or that, we do unkeig = 


=2 aſleat and conſent to the wſe HF ( Ai et | 
; _ Pa% off aft | pry $s © uinnt « Ch tw ET To» d) thats I epprobeky hy | 
| of OS x ) Fo les yl art 0h moat 4 Gn, Pra HY | 
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No 


$3 _ The preſent Caſe 
Ebeg.: -vbat which we our (elves either do, or | 
hy v 


/ 6472 Uſe, vf-ev wah, Fu vv rome þ1oþk 6, 6 of 6-1 
wtub bo Hef And, go it our Governonrs had 'pure | 


my 


| 7/48 ***. tion of thoſe words, - In_page 74. ſuch 
Il > peghypi » dw are hereafter indutted muſt declare 
Woug + -/-H=their unfeigned affent and conſent. To 
| 


[[7."p2. puwhat? why toche ufe of all things here» 
17 6 ny Kh # yo Prayer contained and - preſcribed, But 


(ding to the Form before appointed ; that 


my 


vrvy wW- LL 'QT 


a1 ">. Again, page $3. 


is the Summe,; the Ad, in this firſt De- 
claration requires , that we declare our 


every thing in the Common-Prayer ,. and 
_ the Form of Making , Ordaining, and 
Conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 
cons, We ſuppoſe the brethren we now 
reaſon -with to have purpoſed to ſe 
the Book of Common-prayer, had not 
theſe Declarations. been required : - and. 
. the Form of Making Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Propane, they have,. or muſt have ſib- 

ſcribed 


A 


| 


UM 


Fi: to make this. their - meaning as 
wy fork Fe phin as the San , they have at . hr 
4 for "* "Twice wore given as the ſame interpreta- 


ek dn ; that is, in the Book. of Common= 
No: __ how and after what manner 2 wh Accor. 
j 45 tyr al, in the Declaration, -Fhe like we > have 


9. Of a. which hath been Gid this 


anfeigned aſſent and conſent to the uſe of : 


S. 
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about Conformity. 

ſcribed, and read their afſene and conſent 
unto it, had this Declaration ever beer 
required. Therefore I hope there is no< 
king of Conſcience remaining in theſe my 
brethren, to-ehtek, any longer at this De« 
daration. -F ſhall therefore paſſe on unto 
the other. EG, | __ 


hl. re 


CASE HL. 


Whether is 3 Lavyfull to declare in the 
' wordsof the ſecond Deolaravion 7 


Reſol. 


"= Alcibiades, a young Gen- 
' VV  tleman of abbens? wer afenb 
to ſpeak before the Maltitude, Socrates, 
to put him in heart, ask'd him, fear you 
ſuch a one? and names one of the Multi- 


tude tohinm ; no, ſaith Alcihiades, be is 


but a Tradeſ-man ; ſear you ſuch a one, 
faith he > and names aſecmd; no, for 
be is but a Peaſant; or ſuch a one? and 


names a third, no, for :be. js but an 


ordinary 


2 Oy 4 
Po BO oo hn, be E705 OE RPO 
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ral heads. 
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The preſeitt Caſe 
ordinary Gentleinan. Now, faith So* 


crates, of . ſuch as theſe doth the whole 


Multitude confiſt. i; 
\ 2, I confeſs, there are an heap of ſe- 


eral things required in this ſecond Des 


claration; And perhaps, their multitude 
may ſomewhat ſcare us. Yea, hence, I 
have reaſon to believe , that ſome are 
offended that hardly ever read , much 
lefle examined the particulars of It. 

3. But-be notafraid, draw neer, and 
take the Declaratior imto its parts, and 
conſider of them one by one : its poſſible, 
they may not be ſo formidable as we are 
apt of our ſelves, or as- others would have 


us to fancy. Its poſſible we may this re- 


ceive encouragement , with Alcibiades, 
and finde a way to eſcape the Temptati« 
07, 

This Declaration conterns three gene- 
Taking Armes againſt the 
King : conformity to the: Litarey : and the 


Oath, called the Solemn League and 


Covenant. 7 ohh | 

«5, In thefirſt part of this Declaration, 
concerning the taking Armes againſt the 
King, we are required to. declare , Firſt, 
that it s not lawfull upm' any pretence 


ph tſoever to-takg Armes againſt the King. 


Secondly, 


Yn ON nee Wen Se 40 " 


about Conformity. 


Secondly, that we abhor that Traiterous 
poſition of taking Arms by the Kings Autho= 
rity againſt bis perſon, or againſt thoſe that 
are Commiſſionated by him, ' Accordingly 
there ariſe two Caſes, 


X $f 1 & * lv» > > \ dA obgn Nov ny; _— Ys 4 
Xe Epapren 6 00 bebe ile 
ob ty pi CASE IL > & i ſton tt Gfuy#d by 
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OS fp! Go Por be ogy bo 0 le wb 
Whether it be lawfull for ws #0 declare,that ag A 


al. 


AC 


: en (Ap tw H, yo falemr? 
| Reſol. to $ lor \þk « Fe , 4 
z. T\ Ither it is lawfull ro t2ke- Armes 
againſt the King, or it is not: if 
it be granted that it is ot, what ſhould 
hinder us from declaring jt, when by Law 
(as now we wn called to do it? bntif ic 
ſhould be thought lawſnl, I muſt demand 
by what Law ? 

Tis but a ſ#bterfuge to ſpeak of the Law 
of Natrere, while the Law of Scripture and 
the Law of the Land have. undertaken 
us | us 


16 The preſent Caſe | 
3. Now , what faith the Scripture F | 
ſarely it gives not the leaft colour of en- | 


couragement for it, except-Qbediexce and 
Submiſſion, and that for conſcience; and the 
Lords ſake, be taking Hrms, | 
4. Again, if the Scriptures may be 
thought too General ; let the Laws of the 
Land be examined, I queſtion not whe- 
ther they were not ſ#fficently plain in the 
Caſe before * yet now, certainly they are 
above all Contradiftion or doubt. 1 
mean by the /ate Ad for the Safety of the 
Kings perfon, where we may learn in the 
plaineſt manner, that it ts Treaſon and 
Rebellion, and unlawfull cnongh upon 
any pretence whatſoever , to take Armes 
againſt the King. IP 
5. Such as I now deal with do at 
. the moſt, onely doubt, whether accor- 
ding to the conflirution of this Kingdom, 

, the two Homes are not @ pawer co-ordinate 
with the King : and the King and his _ 
two Houſer being at variance, whether ' 
they might not fide with the Parliament, | 
.even to the . taking Armes againſt the 
King : but if this were a doube before, | 
& is not poſhble it fhoald remain ſo fil! ;, | 
all colour of ie being wiped away, 

and that Centroverfic as perfectly _ a 
ee mine 


e 


TM 


about Conformity. 
mined as an A& of King, Lords and 
Commons, can poſſibly do it ; as ap- 
pears in the Ad forementioned, for the 
ſafety of the Kings perſon. | | 


 —_ __ 


CASE IV. 


Whether i it lawful to-declare, that we 
do Abhor that Traiterous poſition 
of taking Arms by the Kings Authori- 
ty againſt bis perſon, or thoſe that are 
Commiſſionated by bim #? 


Anfw. 


1. FF this be indeed a Traiterows poſi- 
zion, who doubts but that every 
true Sybje is bound to-abhor it? and 
being lawfully called thereunto , ſo to 

UE .declare. = 
2. That this isa Trazterows poſition, I 
need notſay more then whatlI juſt now 
ſaid in anſwer to the laſt Caſe, Name- 
ly, that however it came to be diſputed 
| before] 


13 


The preſent Caſe 


before, it is now plainly determined to 
be ſo by the ſaid Ad for the ſafety of 
the Kings perſon z and it being declared 


by Law to be a Traiterows poſition, it , 


ought ſo to be reputed : and by this 
Law alfo, it being ſo required of us, it 
ought to be 4eclared againſt, and ab- 
bord accordingly. 

3- So much may briefly ſuffice for 
the firſt general in this Declaration. 
The ſecond, touching Conformity, offers 
now to be confidered. This we ſhall 
paſs with a quick, diſpatch , that 
we may haſten to our main deſign, the 
diſcharge of the Covenant. 

- 4 Caſe about Conformity in ſhort 
is this, OM | 
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Whether we may lawfully declare, that 
we will conform to the Liturgy of 
tbe Church of England, s it #s now 
by Law eſtabliſhed ? 


Reſol. 


I, F Ir, it ſeems there is no longer 
| any ground of doubt, whether 

the Liturgy be eſtabliſhed by Law, 3. e, 

the Law of the Land. F- 

2. Secondly, neither, have wean 
reaſon to queſtion, whether it be againſt 
= Law of God, ſeeing our Brethren, 

om we are now treating, are fup- 
pr to acknowledge,that they ho. 

ave conformed unto it, had not theſe 

Declarations been required ; which T 

| know they would not havedone, had 

they thought it to be contrary to the 
* Luwof God, WES. 

} 3. What then can obſtru&t this 

part of the _ with wane 
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ſo well prepared for it 2 this only calls 
them to paſs their former 7ntentzon- to 
conform into a promiſe that they will 
do ſo: and to declare that, for the ſa- 
_tisfaftion of Law and Authority, they 
will do that which they acknowledge 
they can do with fatisfa&tion to them. 
ſelves : and which, alſo, they confeſle 
they would have done, had not they 
received this diſſatisfadion from the 
Declaration : which yet we ſee vani- 
ſheth before us. 


Of the Covenant. 


I. BY the great Mountain is yet to 
* be removed ; ſome ſay, they 
are called to declare againſt, and to re- 
ounce the Covenunt : or, as ſome that 
would ſcare themſelves and others from 
Conformity, to abjure and to znſwear 
.the Covenant: and this, they complain, 
15 t00 hard for them, they cannot do it. 
- 'Thjs is, I conieſs,a very tender point, 
.yetſuch, I hope, as: the moſt ' tender 
Conſcience need not fear to be pricked 
with” it, it warily handled, IT mean, ; 
if-we be not frighted away from -: . , 
-m ; an 
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ſtand not at too great a diſtance: but 
with a ſound and impartial judgment 
draw neer unto it, and Took well upon 
it, and conſider after what manner and 
in what words, we are indeed required 
to declare againſt the Covenant, '.v \ 

2, Under this head, thereare three 
members of the Declaration touching 
the Covenant, Something is to be de- 
clared againſt its obligation. Some. 
thing- againſt its lawfullneſs 272 2 ſelf”, 
and ſomething againſt the lawtfulneſs 


of its impoſition, 


3. We proceed to weigh them, one 
by one, with all ſeriouſneſi and fidelity, 
ina particular examination of the three 
Caſes that offer themſelves in the very 
words of the Declaration, 

The firſt , touching the Obligatory 
force of the Covenant,is in the Declara= 
tion apparently limited to the alterati« 
on of Government, and 1s this, 
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ns operon Ethinks, it is no great venture 
ny to ſay that ſuch as have taken 


he CLE (rrhe Covenant may lawfully declare 
0» (-19%> that they hold that neither themſelves nor 
| any perſon is bound by the Covenant to 
endeavour a change of Government in 
Church or State, | 
We are agreed in three things, and 
ſo farT ſhall not create a controverfie. 
Firſt,that a Covenant both illegally 
zmpoſes, and illegally taken may bind 
the Takers. 
| | Secondly, 
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ho Secondly, that the Covenant in Que= 
f tion doth not bind to an endeavour 
| toalteror meddle with the State-Ge= 
"Rt vernment, 


granted us, both by Mr. Croftort, and.,v nf 1. 
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Thirdly,that the alteration or &xtir- 
pation (as the word bs) of Charch*Go 
vernment,being the mair: bufinels of the 
Covenaht (as the Covenanters plea hath 
eranted)it this main bufinefle of the 
 Covenatit be lawfall,it doth ſo far binde 
E thoſe that have taken it, if »ot Jawfu], 
% - they are, at leaſt, ſo far diſcharged, 
F, and not mder the obligation of it. MORE 
5 Fourthly, tis accordingly, therefore, fo obo for 


in plaineſt terms, again and apalhyrv"oent £ po 


: the more Moderate and Learned Apa. +fl we 
" thor of the Covenanters plea, wherein” : = tl hae 
indeed they confur with all Caſuifts, yy Pon hav 4 
that, if we can diſcover anpthing ur, OM hed 
7 lawful in the matter , eſpecially this. PAGAN 
+ main matter of the Covenant, it jt was\ | - w f FR fs 
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5. For the proof of this, they cry 6 {," Ro wal 
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- . 6, HereI muſt pitch; and my work, 

in ſhort, is to prove, that the Covenant, 

ſofar as it engageth the takers of it'a« 
gainſt Church-Government, and for the | 
extirpation or change of it, is unlawful © 
and finful in the matter of it, _ 
NN YUP, But give me leave to fix my foot 
: by as ate £1 MN. A lain diſftin&ion,, The Re jurata, 
@ 4s the thing Sworn or Covenanted to be 
Fs Aker -done may be either ſuch as is unlawful 
'x AT b* mply., and abſolutely unlawful for 
= Geer . #ny todo,or qito ad nos,when though it 
| % 6 "f. be not finſul 1 in the primary conſidera» 
| op bs *[.4;tion of it ; yet to fuch and ſuch PEYIL {ons 
PR COMA S finful ; for it cannot be denicd, 
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x but that ſome things are lawful and 
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"0 Pun by 


b, y perſons, (as to execute Juſtice, to- di- 
+ ©. k If ſpence the publick-Ordinances, to bear 


| NN 7 = the Ark, &c.) which, are very unlaw- 
ox bl. M fp? *ful for others not called thereunto, to 

berg " meddle with all. fo go wbmodren, 

Ihe ſrevry fro © 8. So that, if to endeavour the ex- 
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\T venant is ſinful in the very matter of it, *"* —_— wy 
Y 9. Indeed, the immediate queſtion, %. tt» fof4, + & 
+ and that which moſt neerly concerns the wy a thre 
Covenanters, is not whether the thing a4 Te 4 
- ſworn be in it ſelf lawful, but a 
- ther it be ſo t0them ; and whether this mere 
guilt lieth not on them, firſt to purpoſe, w dro. bn bs 
+ and then to ſwear to ſm, that is, todo Gr cb & 
- that which {ome way. or other God hath _——_ 4 
* + forbidden them to meddle with, for t f\ fore? ot 
) to them to whom. it 18 forbidden, it is as ye a \< owe be 
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*19. Therefore, I ſhall not need role LM 
diſpute, whether the Government of ſtu, + 3% «pj 
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vinum, and the word of God, as that its. ,;\., 6. Canal 
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| 6g on - ++ and to argue from the latter branch of 
pen _ the diſtiniion, according to which, my 
UP. {ak Me Tack. 18 to prove, that it is unlawful for 
| goo: wn i Yo "*ſxch as took, the Covenant to endeavour | 
99 £n42 3 a change of Church-Government by | 
| FR? ne » y* wertxe of that Covenant, Which may 
| «+2% 94 *4.* the plainer appear, if we conſider the 
"ot oy - »«0 «perſons that took the Covenant, either 
*" Sag wm B8 ſingle perſons, and one apart from 
+.x5 another; or as wnited in the great body 
| [trade *that at firſt took it. 5 
j &t nrepyorn &o Upon each of theſe we ſhall now 3 
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Subje,and the _ obligations which 
lay upon the Nations : as will appear 
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IV hether to endeavour thus arainſt the 
Kings Rights, as obliged thereunto by 
the Covenant, be ſinful ? : 


Reſol. 


Ithout Queſtion it is; for to 

Covenant or ſivear to the j injus 
7 of any is materially ſinful, and void 
of it felf;as if a man ſhould vow he will 
{teal his Neighbours Horſe. 

In all Covenants,therefore, the very 
fight of Nature reacheth that Inferiours 
muſt except the rights of their Superi> 
ours ; Otherwiſe, if an Oath will diſ- 
char ge from ſ#bjefion, how ſoon may 
all Government totter and diffolve ? 
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. Ciril!; and indeed, as as was hinted 
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of the fifth Commandement, Honour 
thy Father and thy Mother,more then of 
fixth, ſeventh, eighth, or of any of the 


[t is therefore granted by all Ci. 
ſuijts, that in 14 rebis que (uperioras po= 
zeftati ſubjiciuntur, in all things which 
lie under the power of cur Superiozr, 
this Condition js neceſſarily to bz un« 
derſtood, in all Covenants, Oathes 


and Promiſes ; fi zyf7 eztam. placuerit , 
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before, all Eccleſiaſtical Governours 


politically conſidered, are the Kings 
Commiſſioners, and in a plain line of 


#bordination to him. Neither can- 


they be taken from him, or indeed or 
purpoſe oppoſed or diſobey'd, without 
apparent injury to the Supremacy, if 
not with his Royall Aſſent, and ſpecial 
Commiſſion, 

Secondly, Neither may this Go-: 
vernment be altered, or any thing 
changed therein, (or indeed any 
thing elſethat cannot be altered with- 
out Law, ) but by the Kings own Att , 
and the alteration of Laws is a thing 
ſubjecallo to the Kings power, accord- 
ing to the Conſtitution of: this Kingdom, 
without all diſfute. ED 


BM mmoanch Fr ?” Thirdly, Neither did the King con- 
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wk PE -A-known, proclaimed his diſſent againſt it, 
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ent to the Covenant, but, as it is well 


T FR." Lawhich very thing is thought ſufficient 
dnl © ! to .vord tt. 
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219. 7'erſatur; ficParentes : ſo Parents, Huſ- 
bands,, Maſters,Princes may PO ict 
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( faith Dr. Ames ) either Oathes F 
Vowes made by Children, Wives, Ser> 
vants, Subjects, without their conſent, 
10 be void, in thoſe things which are 
ſubject to their power, 

Therefore, ſo far as the Government 
of the Church cannot be altered but 
by Law, .it is under the power of the 

King, at leaſt,not to alter it ; he having 
a Negative upon both Houſes, and ccn- 
ſequently his proclamation hath pro= 
nounced the Covenant long agon, it 
this rule be good, which I think none 

_ doqueſtion, at leaſt ſofar vid. 

I wonder that it ſhould be urged, 
that the K7ng ſo many years after,in his 

"Ertcoy Baoiainn, ſhould give his Conſent 


to the Covenant which he had immedt- 


ately upon its very birth cruſh'd by his 
Proclamation, | 

Yea, fo far ashis Proclamation could 
pronounce it void and deſtroy it,I think 
it may well be a Problem, whether the 
Kings future conſent could revive it 
if 1t had indeed been dead and buried 
{o many years before. 

But in what words did the King ſeem 
to conſent ? he faith it ſhould leaſt dif- 

- = © pleaſe 
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pleaſe him that men did keep their Co- 
venant. Theſe words do not exprefle 
his Conſent to the Covenant, much lefle, 
to that part of it which concernes Epiſ= 
copacy : it was far from him to conſent 
tothe Extirpation of that : but rather 
as it follows in the Kings words,to pre- 
ſerve (not to extir pate) Religion i 711 Pun 
. rity,and the Kingdome in peace, 
Inceed, thus ſome would wreſt one 
Model expreſſion , againſt the plain 
ſcope of that whoſe C hapter in the Kings 
Book,, framed by him on ſe: purpoſe 
to ſhew his diſkke of this Covenant to his 
death, as any impartial Reader thereof 
may jatisfie bim ſelf. 
he be vg'# bo The F ourthly, neither can it be ſaid, nor 
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CASE X. 


Whether the Govenanting to endeavour 
the Extirpation of Epiſcopall Go- 

' vernment be againſt the Laws , an# 
conſequently ſinful, 


Reſol. 


T O ſwear abſo/xtely without ſubmi/- 
mifionto the will of the ſwpream 
Governour , to endeavour that which 
cannot be done, either according to 
Scripture, or the Conftitution of the 
Kingdome, without his Conſent and AG, 
this tranſport? the ſ#bjef beyond his 
place, it invades the ſoveratngty, and 


_ carries ſedition and rebellion in ir. 


This cannot be denied, though the 
thing ſworne againſt be in it ſelf xnlaws 
ful, eſpecially when ſach Covenant is 
publickly impoſed and taken ; for no 
publick Reformation of things amiſs 
can proceed without Twmrult,if not cone 
{-nted unto by the King , who is not 
E 3 ro 
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28 
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to be frighted to do it by his Subjedis,in 
ſach a manner, of riſing up againſt him 
by prublick, Oathes , This is to hurt 


Majeſty, and indeed to do evil, that . 


good may come; and if any ſhall ſwear 
todo it in their places, the form of their 
ſwearing contradids the matter ſworn; 
for they cannot keep their places and 
take ſuch an O ath. 

3. Much more when the thing ſworn a. 
gainſt isnot evill in it ſelf, nor contrary 


to Gods Word ; therefore Mr. Crofton 


and the Author of the Covenanters plea 
would take it for granted, that the Go- 
vernment of the Church by Prelacy, as 
It isin Ezgland, is fo : butneither they, 
nor any other can ever prove it. 

4. Neither dare they fay, that either 
lawſul Authority may not eſtabliſh 
what Government they judge to bemoſt 
convenient, if not againſt the Scripture, 
or that it is Jawful for Szbjeits publickly 
to ſwear, that without ſubmiſlion to 
the pleaſure of their Governours, they 
w1ll endeavour to extirpate ſuch Govern 
ment as is not contrary to the Word of 
God, Or that ſuch a Covenant is bind- 
27g upon the people, to exdeavour ncainft 
aI1t, 
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_ eſtabliſhed by Law, 
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about Conformity, 


it, or not to ſubmit unto it. 
5.Much lefle can it bind the people a- 
gainſt ſuch Government, it lawful x: 3 
ſelf, and ſuch alſo as cannot be altered 
without change of the Law, which les 
not in the power of the people to do 
without the K7ng, eſpecially if the Go- | 
vernment ſworn againſt be eſtabliſhed = 
by Law. ; ., | 
6.The matter isſo plain,as Mr.,Perkins 
hath decided it : That a Covenant takgn —_ 
againſt the Laws of the Land is void of it ,;. {.c Q\ rover 
ſelf, that it hath put the Declaration be-ti*\' >= yoo 
fore the Covenant, and Mr. Crofton, and ],* .. _— | 
eſpecially the Amuthor of the Covenant= ;.: y af «pu 
ters plea,upon a task impoſſible, viz, to * fi" 5 Þ 
make good that the Government of the /., F- ap. 
Church,as in praffice in England, is not pot = 


I ſhall labour on purpoſe to ſatiſÞ 1o Www oſs 


- . : . HH vv will wala 
fie this doubr preſently ; inthe mean" *': ale 


rime,the preſent curn 18 apparently ſer= , «, $ 
ved with a plain diſtin&ion, We may be) OY 
faid to endeavour againſt the Laws,and \\c,vq ur yo 


to ſwear againſt them,two wayes. Either &y{+) 1 21 
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aboliſhed without the Alteration or A+ 
bolition of Law, 

8. Now adm't, that there be no ex. 
preſs Law appointing thisform of Go- 
vernment Covenanted againſt, yet 
bow doth this clear the Covenanters 
from ſwearing againſt Law, when they 
ſwear to extirpate that which cannot 
be extirpated , without the violation 
and alteration of many , very many 
Laws. So that this evaſjor, I think, is 
perfe&ly obſtrufted. 

9, A little more diftinily, ſeeing, as 
T humbly conceive , there is much 
ftrength in this Argument,to weaken, 
yea to void the Covenants Obligati- 
on,in this particular, 

10. I doubt not to aſſert, that ſuch 
an ezdeavour to extirpate Church-Go- 


vernment, as was covenanted, is a- . 


gainſt the Law both antecedent to the 
Covenant, and ſubſequent : ſuch Laws 
as were in force before the Covenant 
was taken, and ſiich Law as by full and 
Juſt Authority was erated ſince, And 
.to conc]ude, that if the endeavours to 
eatz-pate Prelacy according to the Cr 
zenant be indeed againſt the Lay in 
either 
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about Conformity. 


either of theſe ſences, they-are plainly 
finful, and no obligation of the Cove- 
nant can hold usto them, Firſt, then, 
let the Queſtion be put, 


CASE AL 


IWhether the preſent Government of this 
Church were Eſtabliſhed by Law i 
England before the ta;ing of the Co- 
_ 
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Have no infieht i into the Las : 
yet there is ſo much in the very 
Surface of them, for this form of Go- 
vernment, that as1 cannot but wonder 


at the doubt, {0 I 42m eaſily encouraged 
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ſoed by Law] as if: nothing could be 
legal, or oppoſed as ſuch, that is not | { 
poſirrvely appointed 1n ſome Statute on | 
purpoſe ; if this be heeded, the advan- 
tage hence, which, at moſt is ſmall, 
utterly fails the deſign of the Cove- 
nant, 

3. To what poor ſatisfaftion hath 
the learned Author of the Covenanters | 
plea run through the Canon Law, the | 
Civil Law, the Statute law, and the 
Common ].aw, to find ſuch an eſtabliſh- 
ment, with ſo much induſtry ? while 
I think none will dare to queſtion, but 
this form 15 legal ;, and that it is eſta- 
bliſhed #2 the law, though no exprefi 
Statute be found appointing it ; and | 
ſo much allowed, ſofar fixed and eſta- | 
blithed by the Laws, as that he that | 
thall any way engage againſt it, deth | 
 _ fo far engage againſt known Law. 
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8 fore our Norman Laws, I mean, as ozrs:; 75. 2 of. 
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main cauſe of the Laws, there is the = wo errhg 
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6. However,g ive'n me pt Selig | 
a little _——_— my Le, = to offer 
a diftintion or two, that haply may 
cauſe my Brethren that are troubled 
with this ſcruple, to take better heed 
to their words, and to take a better 
courſe to vindicate their Cauſe, then 
by ſach'a wi/4 adventure to diſturb eve» 
ry thing. 
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| Fg i. AY "ths ha Government of the Church, | 
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preſent form is eſtabliſhed by pang for Þ 
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| impowersa perſon or perſons, to Com- 
- | miſſionate Governours for the Church < 
» | and heor they, by virtze of ſuch power, 
-# do ſettle a Government in the Church, 


” accordingly. | 
"| 7. Suppoſe the preſent Government ib «-yt-3o, om 
"| benot eſtabliſhed by Law in the firſt ; 7H meh foe | 
= tiplainlyſo, in the ſccord ſence : there *c... - To | 
FE isStatute Lam, declaring the King to y*** 1, _ Fe 
i bes upream Governour, over all per- 2 — 
"* {ons,andin all cauſes Eccleftaftical : and ſagrnorr f Pl 
there is Statute Law that gives him "7 mJ ol 


Power and Authority, or rather (accor- ,'«-o v2» 
390 
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E havepower, to appoint and impower rv Jr S, 
"& his Commiſſioners in Eccleſiaftical mate {Cp { 'l 
© ters, And we know, Church-Gover- Poet Py NT; | 
= qnours derive their political power, and 62.4 / ib grav® & 
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Quid intereſt ſuffragio populus volunta. 
tem ſuam declaret an Rebus & facto ? 
ul. 

Thus we have found the Covenant 
tobe againſt a Government that was 
eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, be- 
fore it was impoſed or taken, and in 
that ſence, againſt the Laws of the 


Land 3nd conſequently ſo far finful,and. 


not cblging, 

10. But: kowever this will paſſe, 
certainly there is Law made ſmce the 
Covenant, that is plain enough, and 
will ſurely hold us ; none can encourage 
any further doubt, but that the pre- 
ſent Church-Government is ſo far eſta- 
bliſhed by the Ad for Uniformity, as 
that It requires every. Miniſter to de- 
clare, that he is not bound to endeavour 
a change of it. | 

1. So that if the Covenant ſhould 
be yet binding on us, to endeavour a 
change of this Government , it ſhould 


oblige us to 270/are the Law, and con» 


ſequently to {in : therefore, whatever 
we thought before, we may be fatifi- 
ed that the Covenant cannot oblige us 
ſo far now, 2iz, contrary to expreſs 
Law, 


= 
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Law. But we ſhall put the Caſe, and 
examine it more at large. 


CASE AIIL 


Whether a Covenant taken firſt, can ob 
lige us againſt a future Law ? 


Reſol. 


I. His Caſe being weighty, and 
indeed much or own; Ifſhall 
ſet myſelf, with all fncerity, asin the 
fight of God, to give it a full and clear 
reſolution, according to the beſt of my 
own reaſon, and the judgement of 2 
intereſted and learned C aſuiſts. 
2, That Epiſcipal Government is re- 
ſtored by Laws made fince the Kings 
rerurn, viz, in that which was taken 


' from it, its place in the Parliament, 


and its former JurisdiQion : alſo, that 
this preſent Church-Government is ſo 
far eſtabliſhed by the AG for Uniformi- 

| D; 


Prop, 1. 
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zy ; that it is expreſly owned and a). | 


lowed ; that ſo much as endeavours 
againſt it are prohibited, that it is no 
leſs then the Jo of our L1vings, not to 
declare that we are not bound to en 
deavour the alteration of it. Theſe 
things are plain enough; 

3. The great queſtion here is, whe- 
ther theſe Laws, made in the behalf of 
Epiſcopal Government , after the ta. 
king of the Covenant againlt it, can dif. 
charge the Szbjefs from the Obligation 
of the Covenant fo far. 

4+ Tothis Ido not fear to anſwer 
(Epiſcopal Government being in 2: ſelf 
not ſinful ) in the affirmative: neither 


dol find any nuted Caſzift to contra= | 


dick me. | 

5. The ſum of my reaſon for the 
afirmative you have in this plain Ar- 
enment, 


The Covenant to do that which may | 
become ##lawful, cannot bind, when | 
the thing ſworn ( abſtrafed from our 
Covenant) ix become unlawful ; for |: 
then the Covenant becomes a bond of | 
Mmiquity, and ſhould bind beyond that | 


known and- generally approved rle, 


that K 
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that no Covenant binds further, and 
therefore not longer, then we lawfully 
may; and inthe words of the Covenar- 
ters plea , make us debtors to bell, 
6. I am far from the Opinion of 
Navarr, Sylveſter, Lazman, and thoſe 
that afhrm that 0 man is further bound 
by an Oath, then he would have obliged 
himſelf if he had foreſeen the ill conſe- 
quences of it ; Which is indeed in their 
latitude a very dangerous rule, and 
plainly deftruftive to humane ſociety. 
7. Yetno Caſiſt, but with Sanches, 
will allow the Rule, when thus limited: 
that what would at firſt have hindred 
our obliging our ſelves, had it been fore 
ſeen, or. had it firſt hapned, will alſo 
diſcharge us, when known or come to 
paſs, from the obligation to the per- 
formance of it, if it be by reaſon that 
the matter is inhabilis ad producendam 
obligationem, that i*, if the thing be- 
come znlawful , and confequently 
weak and unable to produce an obliga» 
tion, asbefore, | 
| But to Covenant to endeavour-the Prop, 2, 
extirpation of Epiſcopal Government, 
though it might be _ to be lawful 
: 60 
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to do then, yet 7ow it appears it was 
to Covenant to do that which myht 
become wnlawful, viz. by the Laws, 
reſtoring that Government, and pro- | 
hibicing all endeavoxrs for the extirpa= 
tion or altcration of it, 

2. Therefore, if it did oblige ſo far 

before, which cannot be granted, yet 
it can zow oblige fo far no longer ex- 
cept it have power beyond Authority, 
and can warrant d zſobedzence to the 
Laws of the Land. 
3. The reaſon of the whole lies in | 
that excellent Rule .of Dr. Ames, a - 
Rule not queſtioned by any that I have {; 
heard of, De Rebus ita Mutabilibus, 
ut rem promiſſam faciant itt citam, ſub= 
intelligityr , fi res in eodem flatu per. 
_— that 1s, in the faireſt and 
molt uncexeptionable interpretation, if 
the change of the ſtate of things do not 
render the thing ſworn or promiſed fin- 
ful or anlawful. 

4+ Now it may be worth the exa- 
mining, what unlawfulneſs can de zo- 
vo be contraed by the change of the 
ſize of things mutable ? 

$5. Certainly not an unlawfulneſs 
> from 
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from any immediate prohibition of God : 
for then, either the thing could not be” 
lawful,or in that ſence. mutable before , 
and the prcmile had been finful ab ini-. 
tio, whereas Dr. Ames ſuppoſeth the 
contrary, and giveth this among the 
reſt, as a condition of a lawful Oath : 
or elſe, it muſt be ' made unlawful by 
ſpecial revelation , which is abſurd to 
ſuppoſe : eſpecially ſeeing. Ames makes 
the changableneſs of the things and the 
{tare of them a poſſible inſtrument of 
changing things before lawful, and 
lawfully ſworn into finful, and fuch as 


. can no longer be obliged unto, 


6. What then remains, but that this 
Rule refers to the laws of men :; which 
indeed: have power to change the ftate 
of things indiffcrent, and to make then, 
as to 5, andas to their »ſe, though not 


In themſelves, either ſinful or neceflary. 


7. So that, the meaning of the Rifle 
is, that when' we promife or ſwear any 
thing, that is Jawf#l, if it be of a mw- 
table nature, and the contrary to what 
we ſwear may be commanded by A#- 
thority , we are onely to perform is, - 


With this condition, if things remain 


7 79! 
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in the ſame condition ; and the com- 
mand of Sperjours or the Law of the 
Land do nor prohibite, and make it 
unlawful for us to do. - 

$. Thus, admit that Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment was res inaifſerens, and res 
mutabilis, when men ſwore againſt it : 
yet to perform that Oath is now be- 
come unlawful, by the intervention of 
new Law, and our duty to S#periours, 
which no former Oath can ſuperſede, 
for according to the Rule, the Oath 
cannot bind in things of ſo mutable a 
nature, without this condition, fi res 
in eodem ſtatu permanſerint, if the things 
{worn.do no way afterwards become 
ſinful. K ID 


The propoſal of an Objettion where- | | 


in we have all that can poſlibly be ur- 
ged againſt this Rzle, may give ſome 
advantage to our further clearing this 
weighty matter; it is this. It may be 
-thought, that God by the virtue of the 
Covenant hath the firſt obI:gation upon 


-us, how then can the Law of man,made | 


. afterwards, take that off ? 


This is prevented-in the very Rule it | 


ſelf; for we cannot be bound by any 
Covenant 


> 
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Covenant about ſuch mutable things, 
without this condition be underſtood $2 


and whatever we think we give unto 
him, God will accept no *ord from 
ue, without this condition, that it-be 
to the prejudice of none , much leſs of 
Supertonrs. | Th 
2. And who ſeesnot, how great a 
prejudice this muſt needs effe& to Aru- 
thority, if an Oath taken by SubjeRs 
about things mutable ſhould have 
power to ſuſpend all fzture L2ws to the 
contrary for ever ? | | 
3. Indeed, God hath the firſt obli- 
gation upon us, ( but we miſtake 
wherein ) not bythe Covenant menti» 
oned : by his own Law and the Cove- 
nant we enter 4s Chriſtians; that we 
will honoxzr our father and mother, obey 
every Ordinance of man, and thoſe that 
Rule over us, and ſubmit our ſelves 
unto the higher powers, | 
4. This is ſuch a pre=obligation as no 
future Covenant can poſlibly diflolve ; 


ſothat ſuch as make a Covenant _ 
come 


ſhall bind them againſt the lawfzl com- 
mands of Authority do thereby break 
their Covenant. with God ; which if 


P 9 they 
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f defireto renew again, they have 
no courſe left, but to break off the fin 
of their unlawfal Covenant by timely 
repentance, ; 
' -$. Sertouſly confidering that we 
promiſed jn the Covenant, that which 
we have ow, at leaſt, no power todo: 
we had not the leave of future Grover 


notrs in taking ; and we ſee their 


Laws and Rights will be manifeſtly 
violated in the keeping of the Cove» 
nane. 
6. We offered that which was ot 
ety own, which Authority alone hath 
fieht and pdwer to diſpoſe of : thus 
we offered to God what we ſtole from 
our neighbour, or rather affronted and 
mocked him with a pretence of giving 
him more- then we had : for we have 
not in # to ſwear, that we will do 
that for G14, which afterwards we can- 
not do without breach of Laws,and of= 
Ferice to Authority | 
7. Certainly, the firft Table is ne- 
ver to be kepr by a breach of the ſc- 
erad > God will not be righted by 
the injury of our brother , or glorified, 
by difhoozring our Father and _ 
ther ; 
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ter : our #nrighteouſneſt cannot work 
the righteonjnefi of God , nor cati we 
fear G:d by diſhonnring the King, 

8. This I conceive to be the true re» 
for! cf the former Rule, as tell as a full 


_ anſwer to the preſent Objection, arid a 


ſufficient proof of the preſent Argument. 
Gods unalterable law is to obey ou? ſu 
periours in things lawful. Things that 
are now lawful may be forbidden us 
by Authority, and then thoſe things 
that before were lawtul become 77 
lawful : the ſtate of things of this na- 
ture is mztable , and how they will 
change we know not ;z onely this we 
know, we muſt be ſ#bjec = conſcience 
ſake, and ſubmit to Authorzry for the 
Lords ſake. 2 . 

9. Therefore God having the firſt 
obligation upon us}, and that being 
unalterable, no Promiſe or Oath «f= 
wards can diſcharge us from that ; and 


conlequently, all Promiſes and Coves«. 


nants about things that are thas mutz= 
ble may be made, or if made can bind, 
no further then with this condition, if 
things ſo continne, and no command 
from 4nthority be to the con:rary. 

F 4 But 
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But I have ſomething behind, that I 
hope may give full ſatisfaction, 
10. There was a famous Caſe be- 


ewixt us and the Feſuiter, much diſ-- 


puted in King Fames his days, that 


_ fully in all 4xe circumſtances an» + 


er Ours. 
\ x1, It was uſual then, as appears by 
the controverſie , for Feſuites to go 
out of this Laxd yand take an Oath at 
Rome, according to a certain conſti= 
cution of the Pope to that purpoſe, 
that they would return into Kon ton 
_ publickly preach the Catholick Faith 
ere. 
12. Now, becauſe that ſome went 


out of the Land and took this Oath, 


before the Laws prohibiting this prafice 
were made, and ſome afier : there 
aroſe into controverſjie two notable 
Caſes of Conſcience : the firſt, reſpe- 
ing ſuch perſons as took ſuch Oath 
againſt the laws before made to the 
contrary.was-this: Whether that Oath 
ro preach publickly the Romiſp Faith 
did binde the perſons ſo ſworn, againſt 
the Laws befirein force, to the contra» 
ry ? Theſecond reſpeting ſuch as took 

| thac 


about Conformity. 


that Oath before the laws to the con= 
trary were made, was this : whether 
the laws made againſt that which be- 
fore they had ſworn to do, did not 
render the Oath, though made before 
to the contrary, void. "= 

13. Both theſe Caſes are ſo parallel 
zo ozrs, they juſtly require us to take 
ſpecial notice how they were de- 
cided, | 

14. Andin earneſt, what doour beſt 
Divines conclude about them ? To the 
firſt, it is anſwered, that the laws 7rce 
hibuing that which they ſwore to do, 
being Antecedent to their Oath : the 


Oath was unjuſt from the beginning ; Sair. Theſ, 
for which is quoted thoſe words of Ca[.Conf. 
their own Caſuiſts , a law which for-©7* 


bids upon pain of loſt of goods, death, 
baniſhment, or ſuch like, binds a man 
#pon pain of mortal ſin -: and thence 
our Divines'conclude, that no Yow can 
juſtifie the breach of it. 

15. But, ſuppoſe the Oath be firf 
taken, what fay they ther ? here alſo 
they poſitively and without Heſitancy 
ſay, that an Oath cannot bind againſt a 
law, though the law be made afier the 
 Oathis taken, Thus 
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Thus faith a very Learned man, in 
anſwer to the Feſwits,as to this Caſe 2 if | 
theſe Lars which take bold of you, when | 
you return hither, had been made between 
the time of your Vow, and your returning, 
yet naturally they would work the ſame 
effect upon this Vowy of yours, (that 18, as 
if the Law had been made before their 
Vow) and make it void. Healſo adds | 
the ſame rexſon why, which before we | 
have uſed, becauſe (faith he)lomething | 
was now interpoſed, which may Fxſtly, 
yea Ought to change your purpole. 

16, Bur the Feſ#its ſeemed to com- 
plaine, that the Laws were made oz: 
purpoſe to interrupt and hinder the per- 
formance of their vow, and to make 
them break their Oath. And hence a 
:bird notable Caſe iſſued, vis, 

I7. Whether the Evil Intention of 
thoſe that make the Laws,namely to make 
mens previons Oathes void , doth not 
weaken the force of ſuch Laws ; as to the 
diſcharging of ſuch Oathes. 

The Anſwer that was given to this, 
confiſted of two branches. 1. That 
it could not be any evill iritetition In 


the Legi-lators, but clearly, the neceſ= 
| | fnes 
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ſities of Church and State, that provoked 
theſe Laws. 2, Howeyer, though the 
Laws had been made on purpoſe to 
preclude the performance of the vow , 
yet would they naturally work,the ſame 
effett, and void the Vow 2 urging, that gp, - 
their own men teach, that the Laws of cagr, 
Princes are not therefore neceſſarily unjuſt de poreſt, 
and void, becauſe the Prince had anill leg. 
mntention in the making of them. _ 
All thz, faith that Learned man,lt y;, ».. 

' the Lawesbe Fuſt,is evident and with- Don, pſex= 
' obtt queſtion ; O that we may-find it domariyr. 

' ©. | | P-15G157 


; 18. But there is a Notable Evaſion, A 


that I muſt needs takenotice of,ſo ma- g; ;5 rao 
ny are crowding for an eſcape at it: th2y cafie. 
ſay,rather then break or Covenant,we 
will ſubmit to the penaltyof the Law, 
and thus we ſuppoſe we fulfil the Law, 
and obey Authory. 
| That we may take the more ſteady 
view of it, we will put the Caſe, 


CASE 
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CASE XIII. 


I hether a ſubmitting tothe penalty an- 
nexed, be a due fultulling or obeying 
the Law in point of Conſcience. 


Reſol. 


pe poteſt, of —_ tells us, that tz Opi- 
Hum. Vnion | that if we undergo the pe- 
P. 2-6. alty of theLaw,we do not fin in the breach 
of it : ] was the Opinion of ſome 
Schoolmen , who thought it a glorious 
matter, and fit to raiſe them a Name, 
to leave the common and beaten wayes ; 
having, perchance, a delight ſawcily to 
provoke , to gnaw, calumniate, and to 
draw into hatred thoſe Powers and Au» 

thoraties which made thoſe Laws. 
2. The ground of this grofſe mi- 
ſtake, partly reſpe&s the Law-makers : 
partly,the Natzre of the Law it ſelf;and 


partly,the end of puniſhment asannex'd_ 


to the Law. 


3. The miſtake ariſes very much 
| from 


'o], 
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from an unjuſt apprehenſion of Goverr= 
ours, that make the Laws : we have not 
that Reverence and Conſcience of them as 
is meet for ſuchMinifters of God;znot colt- 
fidering whoſe Azthority they have,and 
execute in their Legiſlation: if we did, 
we ſhould learn to ſubmit unto them 
tor the Lords ſake,and obey them out of 
Conſcience: for they make Laws, and if 
they be not ſinful, God commands us to 
obey them. 

2, We arealfo very apt to miſtake 
about the Nature of Hum .ne Laws : as 
if all ſuch as have a penalty annex'd 
were therefore penal onely, or purely 
penal Lawes, and lefc the Subjeds in 
a perfe&t Indifferency whether toyield 


' Adiive or Paſiv: Obedience, to do,or to 


ſaffer what the Law requires or pro- 
rides, 

4. 'Tis granted, that ſome Laws arc 
penul purely , and if that occaſion any 
doubt about the preſent Law, I cannot 
give them ſafer advice, then ſeriouſly 


to peruſe the excellent paines of Biſhop x.egur. of 
Sanderſon , drawn out to ſo much Conc. 


length, upon his obſervation of the ſad 
*fſeti; of this Miſtake, in a moſt clear 
» diſcovr{c 
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diſcourſe about the Nature of penal 
Laws, and of ſuch as bind the Conſci« 
ence. | 
5. I believe, there is the more to- 
be ſtudied in this point., becauſeI find 
the Learned Author of the Covenanters 
plea — alſo that how far Hu 
mane Laws bind the Conſcicnce, is the 
main queſtion in the preſent Controe 
verlie. | | 
6. The ſaid Author of the Covenan- 
ters plea ſeems to be a great admirer of 
that Excellent Biſhop, and no queſtion 
but he is acknowledged on both fider, 
for Learning, Piety, Prudence, Experience, 
all parts requiſite for a perfe& Caſuiſt,as 
cxedible as any other the Generation 
affordeth;and from his mouth what per. 
ſon doth not ſnatch at fatisfaftion ? ler 
us then hear what he faith in the Caſe. 
1. Heexprelly affirmes that/ no Law 
that hath a Command expreſfled is 
purely penall, | A 
_ 2, That allHumane Laws that are not 


purely penal, doin a fort oblige the 


Conſcience £ in generall , immediately, 
and in particalar, ex ,Conſequent;, from 


the Word of Ged, 
| F If 
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3. If the matter of the Law be 20x 
fintul,weare bound to Adive Ovedinece, 
neither may we wittingly vtolate,much 
lefle oppoſe them, or be bound fo to dg 
without fin. | 
7. To apply this, if the Govern- 
ment benot 7 ſelf unlawful ; if it 
be commanded to be ſubmitted to.it we 
ace required to dcclare that we are mot 
bound to endeavour againſt it ; And 
laſtly, theſe Laws be.not purely penal, 
we are not left indifferent by God or the 
Law, whether we will obey or ſuffer; 
but are bound in Conſcience to own the 
Authority, and ſubmit unto the Govern 
ment, and declare we are not bound 
by the Covenant to extirpate or alter 
It. | 
8. Indeed, to ftick at a particula? 
Law of more private concern, ſofar as 
to /#ffer the peraliy , and not do the 
thing commanded, might in ſome Ca- 
ſes, for private fatisfation, be held 
more tolerable ; but to hold our ſelves, 
notwithſtanding Law expreſſe to the 
contrary, bound by Oath not to own a 
' Gavernment founded or conirmed by 
Law, or Governmrs commiſion4ted by 
Fn the 
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the King ; is ſuch a thing as catinot be 
excuſed,(without expreſſe warrant tron 
Scripture, which affords it none) by 


any Rules of ſober reaſoning before 


God or Conſcience. 

9. Indeed , if the Covenant have 
ſuch force as to bind the Conſcience a« 
eainſt Law, ſtill to endeavonr the extir« 
pation of Epiſcopacy ; I cannot ſee, but 
as it now obligeth not to own, or to 
Ad under it, will alſo compel to reſiſt 
and fight againſt it, if occaſion were 
offered. 

10. Neither can I fee any poſlible 
means of tying the hands and hearts of 
Covenanters to duty and peace (I ſpeak 
as a Divine ) but this onely, that they 
ſuffer their Conſciences to be ſatisfied 
from Reaſwr and S crtpture, that they 
firft owe ſuch obedience even in Conſcis 
ence to the lawful Commands of Humane 
Authority , as no future Oath can dife 
charge them from it, And thatit is not m 
their liberty, whether ts. do what is 
commanded or to ſuffey what isthreat- 
ned, ſeeing God interpoſeth and decides 
the queſtion, by determining us to the 
firſt, and requiring our Active Obedi- 
ENCcg 
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ence to the Commands of his Deputies, 
where himſelf hath not required the 
contrary in his, Ford before. Sub- 
mit your ſelves therefore unto every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lords fake, 
whether ir be to the King as ſupream, 
or unto Governours,as untu them thar 
are ſent by him. 

Laſtly, the miſtake ariſeth from a 
falſe opinion of the end of puniſhment, 
which is properly in all Laws not 
purely penal]: the puniſhment of d:ſcbe- 


. dence, and not obedience at all. 'In- 


deed Gecd requires us to ſuffer, rather 
then to do evil; but Man commands, 
not to ſuffer but to do, whom we mwſt 

obey in lawtull things, * 
] ſhall put a period to my Argument 
(which was the ſecond in order) from 
the Laws of the Land, having found'the 
maiter of the Covenant in the ſecond 
Article, contrary to thern we may con- 
clude it ſinful, and ſo far not bind« 
ins, 
"11, Yet before I take off my per, 
] cannot bur acknowledge that ſome 
Popiſh Caſuiſts do fay , thit an Oath 
may bind againſt the Cizzl Law in 
| ® ſome 
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ſome Caſes; if it be not againſt the 


Divine Law, the Lawof Nature , or 


the Cann Law. 


The Author of the Covenanters - 


plea would ſuppoſe that theſe Caſ#- 
its put in the Canm Law, to fave their 
Infallibilitzy, But may not we, upon 
as good grounds, ſuſpect the like partia- 
lity in excluding the Civil Law? We 
are ſure Obedience in things lawful is 
with ſeverity enough required in 
Scripture unto Civil Authority, 

12, But we muſt obſerve, that theſe 


Caſuifts inſtance generally,inſ#ch oaths 


as are concerning Contrafs betwixt 
Man and Man , the performance of 
which hurts not the publick, and in- 
deed the Crwenanters plea mentions no 
other. | 

1.3. But is not a publick, Oath to 
alter Government of another Order ? for 
SubjeRs to {wear to endeavour this, 
againſt the Laws of the land, the ex- 
preſſe diflent of the ſwpream Govern 
our ; and to hold themſelves obliged 
hereunto , coritrary to an expreſſe pro- 
bibition of lawful Authority ; Truly, 
methinks, ic is alſo againſt both — 

an 
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and Naiurall Law, againſt Reaſon and 
Scripture,which ſeem to diftate as with 
a beam of the Sun, that for publick, ſecu 
rity, Order and Peace, Subjefs acqui- 
eſce in the preſent Government, and not 
riſe up, either to ſwear or endeavour a« 
gainft it, contrary to Law, 7 


CASEXIV. 


IWhether toEndeavonr the Extirpation of 
Church=Government, by virtue of the 
Covenant, notwithſtanding the Laws 
zo the Contrary , be not againſt the 
Priviledge of Parliament, and conſe 


quemly ſinful. 
Reſol. 


t. E have already ſhewed the 
ſinfulneſſe of the matter of the 

Covenant in the ſecond Article, as as 
gainft the Rights of the King, and the 
Lame: of the Land : we come now to 
2 G 2 cOn- 
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conlider , whether it invade not the 
Priviledge of Parliaments , and be not 
fintull alſo in that regard. 

2, Wetind it a Rule with all Ca- * 
ſuijts, in omi Furamento excipiutny Aus 
thoritas Superioris, 1. &. quando agttr 
de ſuper eſſeSuf error it is confeſled, 
they add , ſecxs , fi non de ſupercſſe ſu- 
periors,ſed privatorum. That is, in all 
Oathes about ſuch things as lie under 
the power of our $ Hperiours, their A 
tbority 18 excepted. 

3. Nor their Authority already 
exerted in Laws made bef:re the Oath 
onely ; but as it may, de futuro , and 
afterwards be put forth in any New 
Law, contrary to our Oath, Therefore 
D. Facob gives this inſtance in the Caſe, 
Furans non exire Amo, &c. A man 
ſwears not to go from home, yet it he 
commanded by the 7z4ge to appear be 
fore him, or by the King to go into 
the warr?, by obeying theſe commands, 
he is not perprres, 

4. Again, if a man promiſe another, 
that he will not hzrt him ,, yer it the 
Law requires him to kz1! him, he,in ſo 
doiny, doth not break his Oath ; #7 


illa 
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ills promiſſio am occidendi , intell- 
gitur , niſi lege permittente : becauſe 
his promiſe muſt except the Law,” 

5. Hence it follows, though all the 
Covenanters had at firſt lawfully Lound 
themſelves by their Covenant to en- 
deavour the extirpation of Epiſcopacy ; 
yet naturally there - muſt have been 
this yreat condition underſtood, ſaving 
the Authority of Parliaments, that have 
power to take up our endeavours of 
this nature by a- Law: to the contrary, 
when they pleaſe. 

6. For, if this Government of the 
Church do Iye more properly under 
the power of Parliaments to eſtabliſh,or 
alter it : and if it cannot be attered 
without a change of the Law , and the 
Law cannot be changed but by an 4G 
of Parliament : is not the Covenant to 
that purpoſe ; de ſupereſſe ſupertoris z 
and thus, neceſſarily conditioned with 
the exception of their Authority, 

7. Non valet Furamentum contra jus 
ſtitiam, But it 18 againſt the righteouſe 
neſs of Obedience, and the honouring of 
our S#periours,to be held bound to aft 
againft the Authority of our Laws 

G 3 Makers, 
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Makers in any zew Law that they ſhall 
make(if rhe-matter thereof be not fin- 


ful) by any previow obligation whatſo- 


ever. | 
8. This were indeed a handſome 
trick for private perons, to be all law 
(in a ſhort time) to themſelves, if pri- 
»:te and felf-obligations had power 
to fuperſede and prevent all the power 
of Legiflation in our Parliaments to the 
contrary : and to change places with 
our Governours , while thus we are 
freed from their impoſitions, and they 
are bound to obey the obligations of our 
Private Covenants. 

9. The priviledges of Parliaments 
are fo rooted in the conjtitution of this 
Kmgdom, that -a Parliament in being 
eannot, in ſuch a caſe as this, prejudge 
ſucceeding Parliaments to whom it is 
effential, with their head the Kr, to 
make what Laws they pleaſe in things 
inaifferent. 

10, Infomuch that if «the Covenant 
had been lawfully impoſed by the Leng 
Parliament, without the King, as in- 
deed it was not; yea had the King 
himſelf been ith them, and made the 
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Covenant as lawful as Law could make 
it : yet it could not bind the Nattor, 
but 'upon an exception of the power of 
future Parliaments, that by a new Law 
ro the contrary might take off the ob 
gation. | > 
11. Therefore an AG of Parliament 
made to be znrepealable in any ſbſe+ 
quent Parliaments 13 void, ipfo fado, as 
that in the eleventh, and anorther' in 
the one and twentieth of Rich, the ſe- 
. cond, was ; theſe ſo made were void,ifſo 
fadto,in the very conſtitution, 

12, Why? becauſe(asa learned per. 
ſon ſa'th) it takes away the very fpecafical 


form , eſſence and being, that Is, the , 


power and priviledge of Parliaments, 

s Much more an A of private 
perſons, or of a Parliament without 
their King, that ſhould offer to binde 
all future Parliaments from doing or 
enating what otherwiſe is lawful, or 
engage the people not to obey them 
mult needs be ſo far a void Ag, though 
in the moſt Solemn League and Cove- 
nant, 


© 14. Eſpecially, when a law by a 


full and undoubted Anthority is made, 
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and actually extant to the contrary; 
not only reſtoring the Government 
ſworn againſt, not only probib#ting all 


ations , yea , and endeavours againſt - 


it, but requiring us, upon the ſevereſt 
penalty, to declare that we hold we 
are not bound by virtue of that Cove- 
nant, to do or endeavour any ſuch 
thing, 

.: Is, Beſides the holding our ſelves 
bound by virtue of that Covenant, to 
endeavour the extirpation of Epiſcopal 
Government js, indeed, a continued 
breach of the priviledge of that very 
Parliament that impoſed the Covenant 
at frſt, in the 72jzry thereby offered 
to the ſpiritual flate thereof, the Bi- 
ſhops, when they were neither ſuffered 
to be preſent to anſwer for them{clves, 
nor to have any others (as all the Com- 
mons of England have) to repreſent 
them, and to ſpearfor them. Non va- 
let juramentum contra juſtitiam & cha 
riiatem, 

16, ButI find it much ſtood upon 
by Mr. Crofton and the reverend Au- 
thor of the Covenanters plea, that they 
did onely Covenant to utero in 
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their places, and by lawfnl means to 
extirpate Epiſcopal Government, and 
this they hope they may lawtully do, 


notwithſtanding the Acts of Parliament, 
and without any breach of their frivi. 
ledges. 


17. But hereunto I anſwer, that if 


ſo to endeavour as they count they are 
ſworn, be neither unlawful ;z 2t ſelf, 
nor againſt the AG of Parliament, tis 
well enough, they may then keep their 
Covenant, and not break the Law, or 
the priviledges of Parliament -: but I 
doubt, we ſhall find, their endeavorrs 
which they judge jt and honeſt, to be 
peccant in all the reſpets menti- 
oned. 

That we may diſcern, whether fo 
or no, we thin? it fair to put the 
Caſe, 
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CASE XV. 


Whether it be lawful #0 endeavour the 
extirpation of Epiſcopacy , by virtue 
of the Covenant, notwithſtanding the 
A of Parliament. 


Reſol. 


1. FT is faid, there are more ways of 

endeavor then by violence and 
{edition : and indeed ſo there may ; 
and if there be any endeavours not 
forbidden by the Parliament and Law, 
whatever they are, we are not called 
by the Ad to declare, that neither we, 
zor any other are bound unto them, for 
wherein the A doth not require us to 
declare,we cannot be bound by the ſame 
AG to declare. 

2. Therefore the endeavours againſt 
the Government of the Church, ſworn 
in the Covenant , are cither the ſame 
which the A& intends, or not : if they 
be zot the ſame ; then, notwithſtand- 
ing 
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ing the Covenant, we may declare we 
are not bound to endeavorr in the ſence 
of the 4, by virtue of the Covenant, 
which never intended ſo to bind us:but 
if the ſame endeavours be intended both 
by the Covenant and the 4G, then the 
Covenant 1o far lofeth its force; for, 
as hath been clearly, I hope, proved, 
we cannot be hound by it againſt a law, 
though that Law, if the matter in it ſelf 
be lawful, be made after-the Covenant 
was taken, 

3. I mean, if the endeavonrs to 
which we are required to declare we 
are not bound by the A@&, be ſuch on- 
| ly as are ſea:t:0u5, and may diſturb the 
| publick, theneither the ſuch endeavours 
required by the Covenant were ſeditious 
| endeavours too, or elſe this Ad doth 
| not crofi the Covenant in this particilar, 
but ſtrikes at ſuch endeavours as were 
not covenanted, 

4. If the endeavours in the-Cove- 
nant be ſed:tious, then they are ſinful : 
and we cannot be hound to them ; and 
' indeed the greateſt friends of the Co- 
{ venant conftfs fo much ; if not, then 
hey ' may declare {( as Indeed they 


have 


eas 
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hav? already in their Writings) that 
they are not bound to endeavour ſedi- 


tiouſly : which is no doubt the meaning 


of the Ad. - 

5. However,as was faid, let theſence 
of the word | endeavour | both in the 
Covenant, and in the Ad, fall how it 
will; tis plain, that unleſs it be a ne- 
cefſary duty, of it ſelf, without refpett 
to the Corenant, thus to endeavour, 
which is impoſſible to be proved, tis 
a ſn to break the At made againſt 
ſuch endeavours, and a duty to declare 
we are not bound by the Covenant 10 
to do. | 

6. But becauſe ftrefſe is Jaid upon 
this very word; and indeed much of 
the Controverhie depends upon it ; 
and I find not any that have written 
upon the Covenant, to have diſtin&- 
ly and plainly confidered it ; T ſhall 
take a little liberty to open the mean- 
ing of it inafew diftin&:ns, and apply 
them as I paſs on. | 
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7. Endeavour, is either private, or | 


publique, | 


1. Private . endeavour may be | 


thought to be with God in prayer, in 
| Our 


; 
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our Cloſets, when no other perſon 
can receive any 7flucnce againſt Aus 
theriry from what we ſay; and the 
publique ſuffer no danger by them. 

In this ſence, to endeavour againſt 
what we conceive to be corrzpt or fin- 
ful in Church or State, betwixt God 
and ozr ſelves be it : yet a ſober, well- 
tempered , and enlightned corſcience, 
if hearkned to, may whiſper, that to 
fet our hearts and faces in our prayers 
to God (who hath ſaid, curſe not the 


King in thy Bed-chamber, nonot in thy 


thought ) againſt Government and Law, 
that defends the ſubſtantialr of Religi- 
7 , ſavours but little of a Chriſtian 
ſpirit, and may eaſily draw the guilc 
of want of akegzance and charity to Gr 
vernment, and unwarrantable boldneſs 
with God, ; 


8, Yet it may not be out of our 


way to remember, that prayer is a ve= 


ry zmuſual and wmacceptable ſence of 
Endeavour : and that there is nothing 
more .uſual with covenanting Minifters, 
as well as others, in their Sermons in 
publique to the people, ro oppoſe, or 
at kaſt to diſtinguiſh eadearcar and 
prayer . 
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prayer : Calling them to add - their 
endeavour in the uſe of other means, 
for the obtaining the matter of their 
prayers , or the things prayed for , 
without which » VIte Endeavour , we 
ſay, prayer is but Muliebre ſupplicium 
= = unavalable. Jp y 

9. And doubtleſle to take the word 
[ Endeavour | in the AG in this broad 
and wide mterpretation, without the 
compaſſe of ordinary uſe in our ſelves or 
others, 15to mak a Ner for our ſelves 
and others , with a deſire not tb eſcape 
It, 

10. For, who can rationally ima- 
gine that an Ad of Parliament ſhould 
mntend to govern mens thoughts or cloſ- 
etf. "The end cf Cvil Power js to keep 
the Cv] Peace; and what can Charity 
or 7uſtice imagine elſe to be the inten- 
tion of Civil Laws ? private prayers, 
i amiſſe,may provoke God, and trouble 
our ſelves, but they reach not the put- 
lick peace z Neither can that be pre» 
ſumed to break Laws which cannot 
prejudice the end of Law, or be diſco» 
vered by the Law-makers. Therefore, 
onely apparere 1s eſſe in Fure : and not 

to 
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to-appear to break the Law,inthe ſence 
of the Law, is not to break it. : 

11. Secondly, there is again prublick 
endeavour , and this more or lefle pub « 
lick, | | 

_ Endeavour Jeſs publick, is ſuch as 
though ſomewhat privately pradiſed , 
hath prblick influences and effeRs, or a 
natural tendency thereunto ; This is 
either Poſitzve or Negative, Poſitive,en= 
deavour againſt Church Government, 
though in ſomewhat a private way,may 
be of much danger , not onely to the 
thing endeavoured againſt, which is 
direcily intended by ſuch endeavours, 
but to the publick, peace : and be very 
ſeditious in.its nature and effe&s. Such 
are venting our azimoſiries and diſcon= 
rents againſt Government, and perſons 
commiſſion'd by the King, in our prayers 
with our families, and diſcourſes with 
our Ne igbours. 

' 12. This is to enkindle aftre,that if of 
general praftice by Covenanters (catter- 
ed up and down, may quickly inflame 
the whole Kingdome. | 

13. Sucha courfe of Reformation as 
thi*, though the things endeavoured = 
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be reformed were very corr#pt , and 
indeed abominable, no wiſe man can 
allow, or diſcharge of ſeditton and un- 
warrantable afting ont of our places. 

14. But if the Government ſworn 
againit be not unlawful, and it it be 
tenced with Laws ; and we are requ'- 
red i the Ad to declare we are not 
bound to endeavour againſt it : who 
dare juftifie fuch endeavors againſt 
Government and Law, but ſuch as love 
to deſpiſe Dominions, and ſpeak evil of 
Dign nies, | 


15.2. This leſ6 publique way of endea- 


vour is Negative, when we will no way 


own or ad under the Government in 
our places, and thus deſign to weaken 
the Government, by withdrawing our 
own ſuvjecion, and encouraging others 
to do the like after our example. 

16. I wiſh it were not ſo: but isnot 
this, with the former , the intended 


praciice of ſuch as hold themſelves ob- 


{iged by the Covenant ? and is this, if 
Lofible, to live peaceable with all men ? 
is this to be ſ#bje& for wraths ſate ? 
and to obey every Ordinance of man ? 
either the King as Supream, or _— 

enat 
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that are commiſſioned by him? is this 
to obey the Laws of the Lande and to 
do nothing that may diſturb the pxb- 
lique ? LS 

17. O, that my brethren would 
ſadly conſider, it fo great a multitude 

as they pleaſe to baaſt of, even of all 
degrees and ranks fn the Nation, did 
indeed take the Covenant; and all of 
them ſhould be of their minde, and 
hold themſelves obliged not to own 
Church-Government, or A& #nder it; 
as they may have daily occafion (not- 
withſtanding the final determination 
of Authority, that we muſt be governed 
by it) what difturbances, diftrations 
and confuſions muſt needs follow in 
Church and State ? 

3. Blame not the Parliament if they 
intended by the A& to prevent it : 
eſpecially conſidering, that this isnot 
all But more p#blicz endeavours are 
judged by Mr. Crofton lawful too, ſo 
long as every man keeps his place, 

And truly , if | endeavours |] in 
the Covenant be the meaſure of the 
meaning of the word, in the A&, as js 
very likely, I am loath to remember . 
H how 
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how high it once carried us: indeed 
not in private, but too too publickly, 

' The Covenant ſpeaks of our places 
and by lawful means ; yer allo to our 
power, and withour lives and eftates, 
And what need of all this, if we may 
only petition in a regular and legal 
courſe,” and ſo, and zo otherwiſe en- 
deavour; there being no other lawful 
way of endeavour in our places, but 
theſe, that I can think of : and as for | 
petitioning too, if that ſhould be forbid- 
den, certainly we are not bound unio 
Il, 
But Mr. Croftoz and the ſaid Amnthor 
tellsus of a better meaning | of ating 


. againſt the Government, and the Law- 
Jers mult plead againſt it, the Judge 
muſt ſentence it, the Soxldzer muſt fight 
againſt it, yea, and every tongue muſt 
revile it, and ſpeak evil of it, and eve- 
ry mouth be falled with curſing and bit- 
terneſ{ againſt it. 

. Ineed not fay, this it was, when 
the cauſe of the Covenant was in the 
field, The Lord give us humble and 
peaceable ſpirits, to diſcern at laſt = 
, the 


In ozr places : | Miniſters muſt preach | 
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the Calm the way of our duty, from 
which we have been too long tran- 
ſported by the ſtormy wind and tetn- 


pelt. 


4. In ſhort , thus to endeavour to 


alter the Government of the Chu#ch.,, 
and the Laws, is either finful, indiffe- 


rent,or neceſſary. 
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If it be ſaid to be neceſſary, that Is, 


a duty of 2t ſelf, without reſpe& to 
the Covenant ; two things muſt be pro- 
ved; both of which are highly incapa= 
ble of it. Firſt, that the Government 
1s unlawful in it ſelf, Secondly, that 
Subjets are bound to uſe unlawful 
endeavours for a Reformation of Goa 
vernment, and Law ;-as no doubt thoſe 
before mentioned are: | 

If theſe endeavours be faid to be ins 
different in themſelves, and made ne« 
ceſſary to us, by virtue of the Cove=- 
ant : | anſwer, as before is proved, 
that we cannot be bound by our 97 
Oath to do a thing indifferent 1 zt ſelf 
(ſeem it never fo convenient to us Y 
againſt a known Law of the Land ; 
and to the prejudice of Parliamentary 
power, in the determining of things 
_ Indifferent, H 2 Bit 
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- Butif the endeavours be indeed fin- 
ful in themſelves, we need no power of 
Law to diſcharge us of them, tor they 
never bound us: but the Covenant was 
fofar naught from the beginning. 

5. Inaword, that theſe endeavours 
are in themſelves ſinful, appears jn the 
reaſon of the Covenamr,and the conceſſions 
of the very opponents. 

\ . I, The Covenant requires no more, 
and we are bound no farther (ſay our 
Brethren ) to endeavour againſt Epiſco- 

al Government, but in ozr places, and 
bh lawful means. 

But now the firſt ftep that our Bre- 
chren take in this their endeavour, is 
out of their places, viz. by not yield- 
ing unto , nct obeying , not ſo much 
as acknowledging the Government, 
which the King and the Law hath ſer 
over them: nor making any conſcience 
of the Law, requiring them to di- 
claim their obligation to the contrary. 

For Szbjetis not to obey, not to 
own their ſzperiours, to reject thoſe 
that are ſent by their King , Yea to 
make their own . Covenant to prevent 
the commands of Authority; ſurely this 
CES | 52: 
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15 for $ ubjects tobe out of their places 's 


and if theſe be their endeavours to Cx- 
tirpate the Hierarchy, the Covenant it 
ſelf, in the moderm ſence of it, willnot 
allow them. - - | 
2. Again, much more to take' all 
occaſions to revile and curſe this Go= 
vernment in our Prayers, and Sermons, 
and Diſcourſes ; and in effet, to do 
what in us lies, that the people rejed it 
ſcorn it, hate it, trample upon it ; and 
make it the mark of their malice and 
revenge ; this is certainly to endeavour 
out of our places,and by unlawful means 
zoo, and far from the Tenour of our 
Oaths of Allegiance , Supremacy, and 
Chriſtianity, ? 
3. Let me then conclude, that look 
what my Brethren concerned take to 
be the ſence of endeavour in the Cove 
nant, and how they themſelves under- 
ſand it by their purpoſes and practices, 
and upon ſober reckoning-, they will 
find that ſich endeavours are both #7 
lawful in themſelves, and-made unlaw- 
ful by the AG of Parliament, and upon 
either account, much more on both, 


they need not Rick to declare, as requi- 
; H 3 red 


8 


The preſent Caſe 


red that neither they, nor any other 
perſon is bound thus to endeavor, not- 
wichſtanding the Covenant, 

Though, I preſume, if there be any 
other endeavours beſides ating againſt, 
ſbeakzng evil of, or not yielding unto the 
Government as eftabliſhed by the Laws 
of the Land, (which are not unlawful, 
fditious, and not inconſiſtent with the 
_ of Subjects ) my Brethren are not 

y the A# required to declare their 
nan-obligation unto them. 


Objefi, 


But though we may not endeavour 
the extirpation of Epiſcopacy , there 
may be many corr#ptions In the Go- 
vernment by Epiſcopacy, and are we 
not to endeavour an alteration or Re- 


formation of them ? 
Anſw. 


1, Firſt, as it is unlawful according 
to the Scriptzres, Reaſon, and the Con- 
ſftitution of the Kingdom, for Subjects to 
enter into a f1tblick, Covenant to _ 
the 
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the Church, without the conſent of the 
King : ſo we cannot be hound. by ſuch 
Oath to endeavonr it, by means that 
are ſinful and editions (as before) or 
out of our places. | 
2. We muſt diſtinguiſh of corruprions 
in the Government, and the Govern- 
ment it ſelf, as well in the Anſwer, as 
in the Objection : and betwixt a Refor« 
mation,and an Alteration or Chajige of 
Government : or an Alteraticn in #he 
Government, and an Alteratiors of the 
Government. "oh 
Tis worth our notice, as to this Ob. 
jedion, that the AG requiring the De- 
claration is expreſſe for the latter and 
not the former branch of the diſtin&i- 
on: the words of the Declaration are, 
I do hold that neither my ſelf nor any 
other perſon hath any obligation upon us 
from the Covenant , to endeavour to 
make any alteration or change of Go- 
vernment in Church or State , nor in 
the Government of either : that is, 
- Indeed, that we are not bound by the 
Corenant to labour to pull down this 
Framof Government, and ſet up ano- 
ther, either in Chxrch or State, 
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We have ſufficient ground for this 
diſtintion from our covenanting Bre- 
thren themſelves , if not from their - 
diſtin&ion of the colleive and diſtri. 
butive ſence of the ſecond Article, about 
Church-Government ; yet from ſuch 
moderate perſons among them , that 
openly declared upon a ſolemn occafi- 
on, that might they ſce any material 
elteration in the Government granted 
there, they ſhould hold themſelves ſa- 
tified, as to the Covenant, in that 
point. 
_- Beſides, the King and Parliament 
have pratiically improved the faid di- 
flindiion (1 preſume, in order to ſuch 
Brethrens ſatisfaction ) and have, in- 
deed, made a material alteration in the 
ſaid Government, by taking off the hi7h 
Commiſſiom, and the Oath ex officio, by 
Law ; and yet, eſtabliſhed the Govern» 
ment it ſelf. 
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CASE XVI. 


Whether the Covenant be not againſt 
the Liberty of the Subje& 7z this 
particular, and therefore ſinful in its 
matter, 


| Refol. 
I. Pb ter the Biſhops were thrown 


out of their places, in the 

Houſe of Lords, we might yet reſpect 
them, as well as the reſt of the Dzgni- 
taries in the Church, as the Kings Sub- 
jets, and to have an intereſt in the 
freedom of the Commons, Now, in this 
eapacity we ſhall find the Covenant was 
very injurious to them, even as Subjects 
and freemen, and conſequently, it tore 
up the very foundation of the liberties 
of the people, and in the deſtruftion of 
one ſociety threatned all, | 
2, Tis well known, that the Gover- 


. nours of the Church were in peſſeſſion 


of their ſeveral freeholds, when the Co- 
| venant 
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venant was voted to deſtroy them, which 
their predeceſſors had enjoyed many 
hundred years without any interrupti- 
on conſiderable, 

3. The number of theſe Subjefs was 
not ſmall $. their manner of 1:ving and 
governing, in ſo many famous Corpo- 
rations, and Colleges , was more then 
vulgar. | 

They had a conſiderable intereſt in 
the Lands of the Nation : and much 
people being related to them, and more 
depending on them, and their great 
hoſpitality, were concerned in them, and 
fell with them. | 

4. Yea, it is declared by ſundry 
Acts of Parliament,that the holy Church 
of England was founded in the ſtate of 
Prelacy within the Realm of FEng- 
land. 

5. And no wonder, that this Crown 
of England is fomuch concerned for it : 
and that the Kings of England, at their 
Coronation {wear they will grant,confirm 
and keep all the Cuſtoms and Priviledges 
of the Church, granted by King E4- 
ward , and expreſly to Bifhops all 
Canonical Priviledges > and that = 
Wi! 
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willbe a protefior and defender of the 
Biſhops. | 

Yet notwithſtanding their numer , 
their Relations, their Freeholds , their 
Intereſt and Continuance,notwithſtand. 
ing the Adds of Parliament , and the 
Royall O athes : yet was their Extirpa. 
tion ſworn by the Covenant 21:oſed 
without Law, or the Kings Conſent, and 
paſſed in the Parliament , when the 
perſons, the many Corporations in the 
Land concern'd, had none to repreſent 
them in the houſe of Lords,or the houſe 
of Commons, contrary to the excellent 
Conſtits#tion of the Nation, and the Li- 
berties of Engliſh men. 

7. Thus #nj:tly have they ſuffered 
nigh 20. years together ; and ſhall we 
yet think our ſelves bound by a Cove. 
nant, that was at firſt laid in the ſ#b- 
verſion of our Engliſh Freedom,to proſe- 
cute their Rne ? 

8. Efpecially, againſt the Grazne of 
Authoriay, the current of the Laws, and 
inan Age ſo zealous to fulfil 'he Pro- 
pheſie of Dr. Featly, who at their !-weft, 
| askt this queſtion; How know ye whether 
Epiſcopacy may not be revived and raiſed 
up 
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#þ again by future Acts of Parliament, in 
times as well affected to the Cleygie , as 
te are 1. | 

9. For the Rights of Epiſcopal Gc- 
vernment are again confirmed by King 
and Parliament : and they that have 
places therein have as clear a title there- 
unto by Law, as any other S#bjec hath 
to his temporal eſtate: and how can a 
Covenant binde us to injure others, who 
are firſt obliged by God himſelf to walk 
boneſtly ? 

10. Here I humbly offer, whether 
the King himſelf can be hound by 
Oath to deſtroy his people , or any ſociety 
or perſon of his Subjeas ? eſpecially, 
out of his Parliament, and when he is 
according to his Oath and his Office, if 
he ſhould never take his Oath, bound 
todo Fuſtice to all, according to Laws 
already made, the true meaſure of all 
mens Rights: Salus populi hath a Su- 
premacy over the King : at leaſt, the 
King of Kings hath ſo, who hath firſt 
obliged him to diftribate Fuſtice, and 
preſerve the Rights and Liberties of his 
pevple impartially, and without reſfect 


of perſons, RT 
11. We 
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11. We are ſure, the laft King, of 
ever happy Memory, did not tonſent 
to the Covenant : or if he had, he was 
firſt bound exprefly to the contrary by 
his Coronation Oath, to defend the Biſh- 
ops, and maintain their CaMonicall 
privaledges, | 

12, Andin the behalf of the preſent ; 
we may be bold to ſay, the Parliament 
impoſing the Covenant , onely by an 

Ordinance, which loſt its force at their 
diſſolution at his Fathers death, he could 
not confirm the Covenant by any A& of 
his without a Parliament : and the 
former Ordinance ceaſed with the form- 
er.Parliament:and the Petition of Right 
tells us, that it is contrary to the Liber- 
zies of the Subje,to bave an Oath impoſ= 
ed without an A of Part ment : and 
much more ſo, if againſt the Freeholds, 
and the very being of ſo many famous, 
Corporations in the people of Eng- 
land. | 

13. The Kzng is bound to R7ght;but 

_ be bound to wrong any of his 

ubjefts £ any ſuch obligatim is void of 

it ſelf ; forthe Caths of Kings muſt alſo 
have the condition, ſo far as [aw/wlly 
Wwe 
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* wemay; Whoare accountable to Gods 


(though not to man) by whom they 
are intruſted with the good of their Sub- 
jects, and to whomthey have ſworn. 


14. Therefore David when he had 


made araſh Oath ; that he would {lay 


x Sam. 25. 17,hz] and all his Howſhold , rejoyced 


Z 2oz'+ 


2 Sat. 19 


when he had occaſion offered ” Abis 
gail to break, hs Oath : and though 
he ſware to Shimez, that he would ſave 


' his life; yet, as if upon better advice 


he had found that that perſon had de- 
ſerved to die, and been convinced that it 
was expecied from God that Frſtice 
ſhould be done ; he commanded his 
Son Solomoz to put him to death: an 

doubtleſle, it had been better for Herod 
to have (aved Fobn Baptiſt; though 


he had broke his Oath, and loſt his Res - 


putation, in ſotne meaſure, with the 
people: | ; 

15. Eſpecially, if through fear or a- 
ny other temptation, the King ſhould be 
thus prevailed with,to promiſe or [wear 
ro zmyre bis Subjefs ; The Caſe then 
18,45 if a man under threats of a Robber, 
ſhould fwear to bring him his Neizhs 
bonrs borſ eg 


16, Now 
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16. Now whether the thing ſworn 
in fear and under temptation be unlay- 
full and unjuſt,or not , muſt be judged 
by rhe Conſcience of the parite ſworne. 

17, Whence may iſſue two Caſes, 
with reſpec to the ##me when the Oath 
is made; and when it is to be performed, 
But one anſwer doth ſerve them both : 
for when the Conſcience diftates the 
thing ſworn to be unlawful, it will rale 
the Caſe : if a man ſweares for fear, a. 
gainſt his Conſcience , his Conſcience 
being Gods Vice-gerent within him, he 
fins againſt God in {wearing ; God by 
bis Conſcience having the fir/# Obliga- 
tion upon him. And.it he ſhould performs | 
his Oath againſt his Conſcience , he 
fins twice : firſt, by doing evil, and ſe- 
condly, by keeping his evil Oath, For 
as the Right Reverend Biſhop Sazder- 

ſon concludes this very caſe, ſuch Oath 
doth not bind againſt Conſcience, 

18. The Author of the Covenanters 
plea would faine ſay ſomething to 
weaken this Concluſion of the Biſhop, 
ſuppoſing the matter of the Oath to be 
lawful in it ſelf,and onely appearing to be 
evill to him that ſwears it ; but r _ 

v 
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he make a flouriſh towards it, if we ap. 
ply his diſcourſe to our preſent Caſe of 
the Covenant, it vanithech into aire, 
19.For though'it be true; that an er. 
ring Conſcience doth not obligare , it 
cannot be denied but it doth /:gare; 
and conſequently ſuſpend the perform- 
ance of thz thing ſworn, ſo long as the 
par:y apprehends the matter to be ſin- 
ful, whether it be indeed ſo, or not. 

That is, noone is bound by the Co- 
zenant to endeavour to extirpate the 
Government of the Church by Prelacy, 
while he is perſwaded that ſo to do is fin< 
ful, and to the injury of the Church. 

29, Anditis all cne, whether the 
Conſcience of the party, as I have faid , 
did thus judge the thing lawſul, 
when he ſwore it , or 1s fince fo con- 
vinced ; for we may not aggravate a 
raſh Oath with #nlawfull praffice, that 
is, againſt Conſcience, 

21, But if the matter of the Cove- 
nant be anlawful in it ſelf, as hath 
amply appeared, in ſuch a Cafe, truly 
there isno diſpute ; for here Conſcience 
dictates nothing but Truth and Duty : 


and it were fad adventure, for a King 
| E himſelf 
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himſelf to ſecond Herod ; and to fulfill 
a wicked Oath by a more wicked At, 
againſt his Con/cience, and his Brother, 
and his God too. | 
| Sifacere intendit , Lis peccat : & ex, 
intentione quam habet pctcandi, & ex Cx Con, 
Furamento ſupra rem injuſtam, 

The Caſe of Abbots in Henry the 
Ezghts time, is too weakly compared 
with the Caſe of. the Biſhops in owrs , 
unlefle it be proved that the Abbots 
were as uſefull in the Church as the Bi- 
ſhops, &c, Thiat the Biſhops, &c. are 
declared to have run into a premunire, 
as the Abbots were, That the Abbots 
had zone to repreſent them in the Parli- 
ment, as the Biſhops had not ; and e- 
ſpecially that thie King was not Adive 
or any way eonſenting to the AR for 
the deſtrution of the Abbots,as he was 
not to the Covenant for the Extirpation 
of the Biſhops, which are not to be un« 
dertaken, 
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CASE XVII. 


Whether the-matter of the ſecond Article 
of the Covenant, be not againſt form= 
er Obligations, and cat fin- 
fall, 


Reſol. 


in God : Laws bind us, Love binds 
us, 'Oathes and Covenants bind us, but 
bow 2 ? as God in Nature or Scripture 
binds us, he requires us to love our 
f Neighbour as our ſelves, and not to 
[ wrong him. To obey Anthorizy, and 
\ obſerve their commands , 20 pay onr 
| vows, and fulfill the Oath that is $on 

out of our Lipps. 

2. It isa ſure Rzle.that as God him- 
ſelf is ever the ſame, ſo his Miral Obli. 
gations upon us change not. Neither 

can any Af of oz's take off, or weaken 
our to him. 


F - Hence it eternally follows, that a 
1 latter 


Ti firſt Spring of all Obligation is 
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latter Obligation againſt a former is &f 
no force,but void of it ſelf; becauſe the 
former Obligation being from God , 
and of a Moral Nature, it is eternal , 
as God 1s, and fixt, and not to be 
broken. | Y 
4. There ſeem tobe three Bonds or 
Cords of God to have had force upon 
us, before the Covenant was taken or 
thought of : all which the Covenant 
Is againſt, and endeavonys to break, in 
the Second Article of it : to Obey An- 
tbority , to keep our Oathes and Pro- 
miſes,and toſerve the Church in our Ge= 
ET | 
1, Firſt, God hath firſt, both by 
Law of Nature; and holy Scripture, 
bound us by his }Soveraigne indiſpens 
ſable command, to honoxr owr parents, 
to obey them that have the Rzle over us, 
to ſubmit to every Ordinance of man for 
the Lords ſake, whether to the King 
as ſupreame, or to thoſe ithat are ſent 
and Commiſiiond by him: and of ne« 
ceſſity to be ſubjef not only for wrath, but 
Conſcience ſake : becauſe the powers that 
are ordained by God ,, ordained to 
be Minifters of God: whoſoever there- 
| I 2 fore 
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fore refiteth , refiſteth the Ordinance 
of 2 , and conſequently God him. 
elf. | 

2, Were not theſe Obligations upon 
us, even on our very Conſciences,betore 
the Covenant was taken? did not the 
Covenant find theſe barrs within us ? 
was not the Conſcience thus prepoſſeſſed 
againſt it? and locks up from it ? 

3. But how was the Covenant cone 
trary to theſe Obligations ? yea rather 
how was it not ! it being impoſed and 
taken againſt the Kings Lawes : and the 
matter of it, as we have ſhew'd, being 
againſt the Rights both of King and 
Parliament : and the Government of the 
Church ſet over us, by the King and 
Laws , made both before, and ſince the 
Covenant, | 

4- More particularly , God firſt ob- 
ligeth us to be ſubjc&; and obey our Go- 
vernours : ard-the (ovenant would 
engage to diſobey, diſown, and deſtroy 
them : I mean, our Governoars in the 
Church, it would 4iſcharge us of our 
Obedience, and oblige us to reſiſtance 
contrary to Gods expreſs Olligatt® 
upon us, which cannot be. 


5. Again, 


3 
3. 
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| 5. Again, the Civil Authority re=- 
quires us to obey our Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernours : The Civil Authority by A#s 
of Parliament requires us to declare 
that we are not obliged to reſiſt them, 
to endeavour to extirpate them ; tothis- 
alſo we oppoſe the Covenant , though 
God firſt hath bound us to obey our 
Rulers , which cannot be. | 
6, Thave ſpoken tothis, under ano- 
ther Argument before; I ſhall here 
therefore , onely add the plain, but 
_ very weighty, and Anthentick teſtimony 
| of Mr. Perkyzs, who verydiſtinRly fore Co 
ſaw our C aſe. y: \ Conſc. 
7. He laies down two Rules, a= © 
mong others, that methinks might de- 
ctde our Controverſte, | 
7. If an Oath be taken againſt the 
: Laws of the Land, or Country where« 
of a man is member , it binds not , he 
* doth not ay that it was finfully taker: 
onely, but it binds not at all : he gives 
the very reaſon for it, which I am now 
zmproving : becauſe on the contrary,Gods 
O— binds us to keep the good 
Eaves of men. 
8. Thercfore the Covenant, fo far as 
I 3 It 
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it i5againſt the jzft Laws of the King. 


dom, that is, ſuch Laws as are not un- 


juſt or evil in the matter of them, can_ 
not bind at all, becauſe God hath firſt - 


commanded us and bound us to the con-' 
trary. 

9. 2. Again (faith Mr, Perkins) if 
at the firſt the matter of the Oath were 
lawful, and afterwards by ſome means 
becames eitber impoſſible or unlawful, it 
binds not tbe conſcience : when it begins 
tobe uxlawful it ceaſeth to bind, ſaith 
hg, becauſe the binding virine is only 

feom the word of God, 
' 10. Thus alſo, had there been # 
Law to render the matter of the Cove- 
nant unlawful, when it was taken ; yet 
it being 79w #nlawfx! to endeavour to 
change the Government ſworn againſt: 
yea it being, a d#ty to declire that we 
hold our ſelves #2t bound by the Cove- 
nant io to. de, the Covenant cannot 0b- 
lige, elther thus to endeavony which is 
forbidden, . or not thus to declare which 
IS requived.; for the one is a fin of Omiſs 


fion, the other of Commiſfon, but SH 


ſin, to which 20 Covenant can poſlibl | 
oblige : for then it ſhould-oblige us a= 
gainſt Gd himſelf. 2, SC» 
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2. Secondly, the matter of the Go- 
venant in the Second Article is againſt 
many former Oaths, whereby the Nas 
tion ſtood obliged before the Covenant 
was ?mpoſed or taken: and in that re=- 
gard we were firſt obliged by God to 
the contrary; | LE 

1. Not to ſpeak of that natural A 
legiance in which all Subje&ts by the 
will of iGod in the very law of Nature, 
as well as Scripture, are born obliged, 
when they are born SzbjeFs unto our 
lawful oy 9. the Oath of Allegiance 
ſuperadded re-enforceth us to obey him 
in aHhislawful commands. A 

2, And according to the Rnles a= 
bove mentioned, whether this Oath be 
afiually taken before the Covenant or 
after, we are by the Divine obligation 
to obey the Kings Laws.; and to declare 
that the Covenant doth net binde us 
againſt the Kings Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment, or againſt his will expreſſed in thet 
Laws of the Land, whatſoever is hi- 
therta urged to enervate the ſame. 

'« 3: Eſpecially, if we. add the dire 
obligation of the Oath of Supremacy , 
wherein we all own and Recognize the 
ts * 
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King in all cauſes and over all perſons as 
well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil, Supream G.. 
vernour, For how can the Oath to 
extirpate his Government, and deſtroy * 
his Officers againſt his will and his 
known Laws , conſiſt with . his ſworn 
Supremacy? orin the cauſe of Eccleſi- 
aftical Government, how do thoſe Ec- 
clefiaſtical perſons acknowledge him to 
be. their Szpream Governour , while 
they refit him, againſt his expreſs Laws, 
in this very cauſe, even with endeavours 
to extirpate his Government ? 

4: Beſides many of the ancient M- 
niftry ſtand more immediately obliged 
to the Government of the Church, by 
their ſubſcriptions to thirty nine Articles : 
wherein they have ſer their hands, 
that there is nothing ſuperſtitious or un= 
godly in the Form and Manner of Ma- 
king, Conſecrating nd Ordaining of Bi- 
ſhops, Priefls and Deacons : as alſo in 
che form of their very Ordination as 
Deacons and as Presbyters ; in which, 
they ſolemnly promiſed to obey their Or-= 
dinary, and to follow his godly Fudge- 
ment ; which they alſo bound with 
the 0aib of Canonical obedience. 


«Laſtly, 


MI 
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s. Laſtly , the general proteſtation, 
taken ſome years before the Covenant, 


muſt needs effeX the diſcharge of it fo 
far as they are contrary. . 
6. That the Proteſftation was as legal 
as the Covenant, as yet none ever que-- 
ſtioned. It was impoſed by che (om 
power, at leaſt it was never proclaimed 
againſt by the King, as the Covenant 
was: and that, the Azthor of the Co- 
venanters plea argues , did ſufficiently 
ratifie it, It was taken by the ſame 
perſons generally, and indeed by thox- 
ſands more then the Covenant was, 
and that is, doubtleſs, enou-h , by 
Mr. Croftons Logick,, to conclude it 
National and perpetual , and not to 


| be violated or made word, by any fu- 


ture power or obligation or Covenant 
whatſoever. 

7. But wherein is the Covenant con- 
trary to the Proteſtation 2 ; 

I. In the Proteftation we promiſed 
to maintain the priviledges of Parliae 
ment ; which, as I have ſhewn before, 
by our ſtanding bownd by the Covenant 
fo endeavouy the extirpation of Church- 


Government, notwithſtanding its eſta- 
bliſhment 
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bliſpment by Af of Parliament , and by 
ſuperſeding Parliamentary power for ever, 
enjoyning our ſubjeiion to it, are {uſh= 
ciently violated- ; 
2. In the Proteſtation, we alſo pro- 
miſed to defend the liberties of the 
Snbje, Theſe are alſo violently ſei- 
ed on by this Second Article of the 
Covenant ; herein 10 great and con- 
ſiderable a part of the Nation, as Ec- 
cleſi :ſtical Governonrs are, have their 
freebolds ſworn againſt ; and their 
Power and Offices threatned .with utter 
extirpation , Notwithſtanding the fro- 
zeion of the King and the Laws ; yea 
when neither their King that gave 
them their Commiſſions , nor any to 
repreſent them, had Iiberty to vimdicate 
their care, or ſpeak in their behalf in 
the Parliament , when deſtruGion was 
contriving by this way of a C:venant,for 
them, 

F But theſe things have been hin- 
red before, and unanſwerably hand- 
led by others: I haſten to the third 
and Jaſt way of preobligation menti- 
oned, viz, for the ſervice of the Church 
in our generation ; when I have ſealed 
rhat, 
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that,from our Oathes and promiſes now 
ſpoken to, with that geneal Rule of 
| Dr. Ames, never yet acquainted with 
| doubt, —- Furamentum Poſterius contra 
| Furamentum, aut etiam promiſſionem 
Antecedentem & honeſtam,nzon »bligat, a 
' latter Oath, that is againſt a former 
honeſt Oath, or but a promiſe, doth not 
| bind, 
3. Thirdly, I doubt not to ſay,that 
| the Covenant cannot bind us to forſake 
our duties , or diſcharge us from the 
! exerciſe of our offices in the ſervice of the 
Church, whereunto we are called: and 
| towhich we are obliged by God in his | 
Word, before ever the Covenazi; was 
thought on. | | 

1, Tacknowledge, that my Lrrd of 
Lincolne teacheth that the ſeenmiz:7 hin= 
dring of ſome o09d, doth not ſimply or 
preciſely alwayes diſcharge us from our 
Oath : exceit there be other circumſtane. 
ces concurring, which evince it non obli= 
gmg. 

2. But there ſeems to be no roome 
for a queſtion here, when ovr place and 
duty requires us to do that which 
would be hindred : for then the dif- 


charge 
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charge reſults alſo, yea and principal. 
ly, from a former O51:zation of God uf 
92 us, to do our duty, 

3. A man fwears he will never 
come near ſuch a River more, becauſe 
he had like to have been drowncd 
| there: but at a diſtance , he ſees his 
| Neighbour in the ſame hazard at -the 

fame place : now certainly, notwith- 
.. ſtanding his Oath to the contrary, he is 

boun1 to help his Brother out, and to |] 
ſave his life, What is the reaſon of 
this ? there was a prior Obligation of 

God upon him, thox ſhalt love thy 

Newpkbour as thy ſelf. 

4. Dr. Facob the Caſuiſt puts a har- 
aer Caſe by far then this; A man 
ſwears to another that he will do him 
0 hurt, yet if by the Law he kills him 
afterwards , he doth not break his 
Oath ; his reaſon is , qa illa promiſſo 
non. occidendi ſubintelligitur , nifi lege 
permittente, implying, that there was | 
a pre-obligation upon him to fulfill the | 
Law. | 
Indeed, the thing ſworn muſt be in- 

different in it ſelf, or' at leaſt of weaker 
zeceſſity , then the [good that wou'd be 
hindreq 
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hindred by the keeping our Oath, and 
then all Cafeifts, I think, concur with 
Facob and Sylveſter ; (ui indifferens a- 
liquid jurat, ut ite ad willam, non eſſe 
militem,&c, Dato Caſit quo quis vivere 
nequeat , nifi veniat contra Juramen- 
tum, illud ſervare non tene!ur, & pri= 
pria Authoritate contravenire poteſt. 

5. Now, if to endeavour extirpation' 
of Epiſcopall Government be not ſ:- 
. ful, Tamfure it is non-neceſſary , and 
then it is but an different thing : if ſo, 
though men have ſworn it, yet if the 
keeping theirOath will hinder the doing 
of their Natural duty, both to the King 
in breaking his Laws, & caſting off his 
Government:and to the Church, and our 
(everal Congregations , in putting our 
ſelves into an incapacity according to 
Law , to ſerve any longer in the M:- 
niftry : we are fo far diſcharged of our 
Oath by the pre-Obligation of God to 
our Neceſſary duty;and (notwithſtand- 
ing the Covenant ) we be to us if we 
preach not the Goſpell. 

6. Upon this ground 1 ftand, and aſ- 
ſert , that the Argument ab impedirivo 
Sent , 15not ſo ſleight , as the Reverend 
- Author 
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Author of the Covenanters plea would 
render it. Neither doth that Amthor 
himſelf ſay, that in no Caſe the Ar- 
gument Will hold ; yea at laſt , he 
ſeems ro concur with other Caſwiſts, 
in the Allowance of it , with theſe four 
graines or c{nditions ; it muft be a 
greater good that is hndred :. this 
greater good muſt be attainable no c< 
therwiſe , but by the violation of the 
Oath, This good muſt be certain, and 
the Oath muſt be sncly made to 
God, 

7. Having laid down theſe Rales, 
the ſaid Author bids a c/allenge to his 
Abſoluers , to apply them to the Caſe 
of the Covenant”, and though rhe ſtreſs 
of the Argwment lies not here, I hum- 
bly accept it. 

1, I dare afhrm, that greater good 
would accrew to themſelves, and to the 


. Church of God, and their Native Couns 


zry , by not endeavouring the extirpatis 
on of Epiſcopacy, or the preſent 
Church-government , and by declar- 
71g that ye are not bownd {0 to do, and 
thereby continuing your employment 1n 
the Church ; then by any ſober and 
rea* 
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reaſonable man can poſſibly be imagin« 
ed, as things and Laws now are, by 
ſuch endeavours.* 

2. What fruit can you look for 
from ſuch croſſe proceedings to Governe 
ment and Law, but the /oſſe of your 
place, your capacitzes to diſpence your 
truſt, to imploy and improve your 
Talents, and, if fo many fall toge- 
ther as is feared, the diftradion of the 
Nation, the diſcontent of the people, the 
griefe of our King , and the great. 
hazard and loſs of the Church. 

2, On the other fide, how grear 
advantage maſt needs follow upon a 
general conformity ( notwithſtanding 
the Covenant ) to the Chxrch and 
State ? how great ſatisfaftion to our 
Governours , eſpecially to our moſt 
gracious King , whole indulgence you 
yet rejoyce In, and he yer continues, as 
| the ſpace of your repentance and obe= 

| dience, after two years patience , and 
long ſuffering, © How much Right 
would you thas do the Laws » your 
ſelves, your [familics, and your ſeves 
ral Congregations : yea how much en- 
couragement , you that are Leaders, 
might 
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might you hereby give to your Bre- 
thren ? your non-conforming Brethren, 
who depend on you , and wait your 
motions, whony you have, as It were 
power to ſave or deſtroy £ your cone 
forming Brethren, who ate ſcandalized 
by your means before the people ? and 
made the ſcorn ahd reproach of ſuch 
as count themſelves extraordinary 
Saints , for your ſakes? ſaying, We 
' WH do anything to fave our Livings, | 
but ſuch and ſuch are the only faith+ 
ful and conſcientious Miniſters , they 
will rot conform, How might you 
(it is much in your power) how might 
you thus allay onr ftormes , ſtill the 
noiſe of the people, and in a ſhort while 
leave nothing amongſt us but peace, 
and znity, and amity, and all bleſſed 
advantages of profiting ſouls, of de- | 
ſtroying Hereſies, of reforming abuſes, 
and cruſhing that ſpirit of profaneſſe 
you {ſo much, and continually com- 
plain of ; but are running from the 
only viſible remedy of it in the world: 
Conſider what T ſay, arid the Lord give 
you to underſtand it. | 

2, Give me leave therefore, in the 


ſecona | | 


about Conformity. J I 3 
ſecond place, to fay allo, that theſe 
goods}, cannot be attained by us any 
other way ; for by the Laws Miniſters 
cannot. diſcharge or attend upon their 
Offices; neither can the people ( if they 
are bound by the Covenazt, not to 
own, but to reſiſt the Government of 
the Church,) concenter together in the 
peace and ſettlernent of Church or State, 

' they muſt not own the Government, 
| Nor conforme to the proceedings of 
it ; nor the Laws about it ;' and 
yet :the civill Authority will fland 
by it, defend it, prote& it, ſecond its 
Decrees and Acts with the ſevere pes 
nalties the Law hath provided ; and 
what weeping and complaining, what 
waſting and ruining of Eftates and Fa- 
_ milies ? what publique diftradzon and 
confuſion muſt needs follow ? 

3. Which, thirdly, is as certain as 
our Kinz and Parliament by Statute 
Law can make ir. Neither can any 
ſober man, and owe that expetts nor 
the fruits' of Rebellion and - Treaſon ; 
for a Reformation, imagine how things 
can alter without a Miracle : we have 


as much certainty both Logical! and 
K Moral 


JMI 


L 14. The preſent Caſe 
Moral, as wiſe men know the Naturtof. 
the Caſe will bear. 

4. Laſtly, this Oath was made, at 
leaft in this Article, to God only : to 
ay the Scots were _ in the firſt 
Article hath ſome colour, but not inthe 
ſecond : for what were they concerned 
in our Government, while it is was co- 
venanted, ot to meddle with theirs ? 

How ever both the partzes promiſed 
what they had no power or right todo, | 
as I ſuppoſe is now paſt the Contrce» 
verſtc with both Nations £ 

And, my dear Brethren in the Mini- 
ftry of the Goſpel, let me ſeriouſly re- 
queſt you to conſider ; that though for 
your Oaths ſake you ought to quit your 
own intereſt, yet the Churches, or the 
States you cannot. Pray ſatisfle your 
ſelves in this one thing, 

x. Before you lay down , who gave 
you power to expoſe your ſelves to an 
incapacity of ſerving God , and his 
Cherch in your high and haly calling. 
and give her ap to the hazards and 
yniner, you ſay you foreſee, by cove= 
naming apainſt that , which is now 
made, (as you know) by Law, = con= | 

14100 
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dition of your ftlation, and diſcharge of Lax. Sex- 
your office ? man. 
2. *Twas the ſentence of a learned 
Presbyterian, that the Edification of the 
Church muſt proceed as providence 
makes way, And who hath warran- 
ted you to plead your Covenart (it 
_ not neceſſary) for the obfru%:on 
It? | 
| 3. Ask your ſelves, was nor the 
Law of God, requiring all that ſhould 
be received into the Office of the Mi- 
niſtry ,, to Preach the Goſpel, to be a 
faithful Steward of the Myſteries of 
God, to Watch for Soxls, in a con» 
ſtant diftribution of all Ordinances 
to their ſeveral Congregations ; ask 
your ſelves, I fay, were not theſe 
Laws of force before your Covenant ? 
how comes it to paſſe then, that you 
plead your Covenant to the voiding 
of them ? in ſuch things too, as cer- 
tainly are no conditions of Gods com- 
mands | 
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CASE XVIIL 


FFhether the matter of the Covenant 
' be nut finfull : though taken and 

impoſed by the two Houſes of Parli- 
_: ament? 


| 


bs Itherto we have confidered 
| the Copenanters as ſo many 
private and ſingle perſons : and found, 
that it is zot lawful for ſuch to ender- 
wour a change of Church-Government 
againſt the Law. 
2, Let us now look on them as vn 
zed : and examine , what validity 
that addes to the Covenant , or 
what legality to ſuch endeavours. 
 * 3. It is faid, and much inſiſted on, 
that the two Houſes of Parliament, 
and the generality of the people took, the 
Lovenant, : 
But indeed, though this may much 
alleraate 


alleviate the fault of the valzar and 
particular private- perſons : in: the 
groſſe, it addes weight to the -tranſ- 
greſſion : tor ſo great a body of Cove- 
nanter:, without their 'head , cafts'no 
ſhadow upon that aQion,, other then 
to darken and put out-all coloxr of laws 
4+ Had a frivate company of pere 
ſons entered into a private Leagne as 
mong themſelves, to endeavonr to ex 
tirpate Epiſcopacy ; it had not been 
neer ſo dangerous , nor their endea- 
vour to perform it, in likelihood, fo 
open- and ſeditiow, and deſtrutive to 
the publick, | 
5. But ſo great a body made up of 
Members of all ſorts (but the head -to 
guid them and warrant their ARi- 
ons ) and all engaging by a Solemn 
puvlique Oath, to their power, in their 
places, with their Lives, Eftates (as 
the Covenant expreſicth it ) to extir- 
pate the Government of the Church. 
I cannot but witneſs, that indeed, 
here lay the Eminency of Sedition. 
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| Hence a Lawyer , in his place , is Covenant. 
ſworn to plead; a Member of Parlia. Pea, 
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ment to Vote 5 a Mrmniſler to Preach, 
a Soldier to Fight, a Country-man to 
Contribute ; and all to their power, and 
with their Lives and Eftates, and the - 
«jzroft bazard of them, againſt that 
Gonerament , though eſtabliſhed by 
Lap ; againſt the expreſle minde of 
the King : and though alſo the power 
impoſing were in atixall 'Armes a- 
gain the King , even when they 
impoſed it, and the people took | 
it, 02 
6. Thus every- one, as related. to 
the body, was an Ador in every ones 
part: and no doubt, every one that 
did but contribute as a Covenanter, 
did Counſel, Vote, Preach, and'Fight, 
againſt Law and Government, not to | 
lay,the King. | | 
.. 7. And if any perſon, that was 
then zcalows for the Covenant would 
ſpeak freely, he would eaſily re- 
ſalve us, that; 'he. meant more when 
he took it, then ;to- endeavour 'in his 
place.in Maſter, Crofton's and the Aus 
-—ooy of the Covemanters pleas*s, Modern 
. gence, ; 


8. Indeed, the work, and —_— | 
0 
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of the Covenant, as all ingenuoys Co- 
venanters muſt needs confeſſe, and be 
humbled for , was too too apparent 
to be this, viz. to engage the Na« 
tion to extirpate Epiſcopacy , and #0 
endeavour in ſmh a manner, as though 
they knew the King would nos confent 
at preſent , yet vi & armis they monld 
force him to it, or at leaſt do it without 
him, 

9. Nothing can be more clear 
though nothing can be more fad an 
doleful to remember, if the primitzve 
meaning of the words in our places 
in the Covenant was any thing at 
all, it was onely to keep the people 
from tzrbulency and confuſion among 
themſelves ; and not at all to hinder 
them from rifing up in Armes , a- 
gainſt the King and his Army, or 
at leaſt the Kings Army ; the vis 
ſible way they took , to Pperforme 
their Covenant , and extirpate Pre= 
Lacy. 

10. But I take no delight ro recover 
the memory of theſe things z as the Law 
hath pardoned them ſo I hope, my 


Brethren have ſeen the folly and mad- 
K 4 neſs 
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nefle and ſin of them; and are truly 
aſhamed to remember them. I alſo 
crave pardon of my Reader for the 
mention of them, with this true Apo. * 
logy, that my Argument forced me to 
It, | | 
But we will. leave the fat, and in- 
quire after the jus, viz. 


CASE XIX. 


Whether the two Houſes, without the 
King, could bind themſelves and the 
people of theſe Kingdoms, with an 
Oath, to endeav3ur the alteration of 

_ Church-Government, , 


Reſol. 
/ : 
Ti; will cafily appear they could not, 
by a few Propoſitions, 
I. The King is caput communitatis, 
andno Af can paſſe, or Law be made, 
to 
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to bind the people without his fiat, the 
Laws are therefore called the Kings 
Laws, and ſaid to be Enafed by the 
| Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty ; indeed. 
not without the Conſent of the Lords 
and Commons, and the Aurbority of the 
ſame, | 
The Excellent Biſhop ſo often men- 
tion'd, concludes and proves at large, 
the power Legis-lative to be a power 
Amntocratical , and givesa fad memento 
to ſome, that the wild notion of C--or= 
dinate power 1s a Ridiculous Inven- 
tion + and that ſuch as received it, by 
this groſi. Sophiſme , became guilty of 
the foleſt perjury ; for by-it they Ac- 
knowledge and conſtitute a power equall 
- to him in the Kingdome, whom, in 
expreſſe terms, they have ſworn to 
be the onely Supream power in the 
Kingdome. | | 
Second!y, the King is the Forntain 
of all Fuſtice, as well as Law , (a the 
Law it ſelf acknowledgeth,) and hath 
the execztion of the Law fi-lt in himſelf, 
from whom all Officers, as ſubordinate, 


derive'their very Office, as well as power 
| of execution, | 
Thirdly, 
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P OP. 3s 


_ any thing ſetled byLaw,muſt not be in: 


Thirdly, The Government of the 
Church cannot be altered, except the 
Laws be alter'd, nor yet without Ur- 
commiſtoning the Kings Officers, as all 
Ecclefiafticall Governours are. Nei- 
ther of which may lawfzlly be done, 
without the Kg. . 
| Therefore Fourthly , The altering 
of Church-Government, both as it re. 
quires a change of the Law, or an Vn- 
commiſtoning the Kings Officers , eſt res 
que Regs poteſtati ſubijcitur, 1n a very 
high and eminent manner ; and by 
fair conſequence , according to the 
Rule held «undiſpstable by all Caſuifts, 
neither Parliament, nor people, nor both 
together, can be bound to endeavour the 
Alteration of the Government of the 
Church, without this Condition. 5? 
Regi etiam placwerit , if it ſhall alſo 
pleaſe the King. | 

Which pleaſure of the King to alter 


private , or ina private manner exprel- 
ſed, but ina Regal A , when his two 
houſes preſent him with a Bill to that 
purpoſe , otherwiſe the Laws are ſtill 
the ſame, and our Obligations to them, 

eſpecially, 


UM 
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elpecially for the ratifying any Ad or 

Undertaking of the Parliament, as the 

Caſe is here ; But all the world knows, 

this was zever done, and thereupon ac- 

| cording to the Rule, the Obliga- 
tion Of the Covenant .ceas d immedt- 
ately. 

No AQ of ane Parliament can bind pygy,g. 
all future Parhaments, not to meddle | 
with any thing that is within the 
power of Parliamenz : ſuch an Ad, as 
before was ſhewed , is void n zt ſelf ; 
much lefle could that Ordinance of 
Parliament about the Covenant ſurvive 
that Parliament , and {uperſede the 
power of all future Parliaments, to re 
flore and eſtabliſh Epiſcopall Covern- 
ment, 

Neither could they bind themſe/ves 
or the people abſolntely , and for ever, 

| thus toendeavour, without. breach of 
the priviledges of all futureParliaments 
without. this Condition, | if they 
ſhould alfo like and approve it: | and 
that ſxch endeavours ſhould never be 
forbidden by King and Parliament,in 8- 
Ny future Law to the Contrary : but 
that 


MI. 


x 24. The preſent Caſe 


that is now done, &: datur irritatio 
Furamenti; and the Covenant is voided 
in that point. | 

Thus, we areat length got over the | 
great ſtone of ſtumbling , the Obligation 
of the Covenant ; onely, a weak miſtahe 
or two, about this part of the declara. 
t:02 , remains to be diſcovered,and we 


ſhall paſſe on... 
; Obj. 


It i: faid , that many things in the 
Covenant are Mpvrally Good, and how 
then can we abjure it ? 


Anſ. 


1. My Dear Brethren, pray ſpare 

ſuch þ :rd words : you know the word 

_ | Avjaure | is not in the A& , And 
therefore ſhould not be nſed by men of 
Conſcience to the trouble of their Bre- 
thren, and the more ignorant or incon- 
fiderate part of the people. 

2. We are not called to ſwear at all, 
much lefſe to Abjure or Vnſwear , as 
fome too cornefalh. yet too frequen E 

Op | F 3 
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ly, as well as falſely love, to ſpeak : 
which is comely in none, much lefle 
Miniſters , eſpecially ſuch as expedt per- 
ſecution. 

3. Neither, are you required to dc- 
clare againſt any thing that is good in 
the Covenant or that is 70t evill; or ra- 
ther againſt nothing either good or c- 
vil in the Covenant diretily, onely by 
Conſequence : for we are onely to de- 
clare that it doth not bind to endeavour 
to alter the Government either of 
Church or State;which ſeeing it cannot 
be done without breach of the Laws , 
we have found to be ſinfull ;, and 
therefore it is inhabilis ad Obligationem 
producendam, : 

4. If any do hold that they ar 
bound by that Covenant to be more 
Lozal and faithful tothe King, and to 
reform their own lives,&'ec. the Ad doth 
not ſay , that they muſt hold or declare 
the contrary. - 

5, Wereaditunder the Royal hand: 
I willingly forgive ſuch mens taking the 
Convenant, who keep within ſuch bounds 
of Picty, Law and Loyalty, as can never 
burt either the Church, my ſelf, or the 


prblick, 


JMI 
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publick peace, — againſt which no 
mans Lawful Calling can engage 
him, | 


0hj. 


But why ſhould we, or how can we 
declare for others ? do we know ano 
thers Conſcience, or how far be is 


bound ? 
Anſw. 


1. This Complaint ariſth alſo from 
miſtake : asf we were called to declare 
what other men think or hold of theCo* 
venant ; whereas indeed, welare not 
required to trozble our ſelves, whether 
others think, or hold themſelves bound 
by it orno: but to declare what we 
our ſelves think, or hold : not, that 
others are not bound by the Covenant 
at all, as before, but ſo far onely,as not 
to be iroublers of peace, or enemies to 
Government, | 

2. Now if this be unlawfull (as hath 
methinks appeared ſufficiently,) nemo 
tenetur ad iU[icitum ; neither we nor oy 

other 
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other are obliged unto it: andif itke 
a breach of the 4d, not fo to declare: 
we areallo to declare,as we are requir- 
ed, that we hold there lies No Obliga- 
tion uþ0r: our ſelves, or any other perſon, 
by virtue of that Oath called the Cc. 
wvenant, to endeavour any change or al- 
teration of the Government , either of 
Church or State, | 


CASE XX. 


Whether it be lawful to declareghat the 
Covenant was in it ſelt a: Unlawfal 
Oath. | 


Reſol. | 


Bo E are come to the ſecond 
branch of the Declaration , 
touching the Covenant, that the Cove- 
24% was 2n it ſelf an unlawful Oath. 
. 2, I hall not flic to the following 
word: 


UML. 


128 Thepreſent Caſe 


words, which may be Exegeticall of 
theſe, to prove \it ſo, viz, becauſe it 
was impoſed againtt the Laws and Li- 
berties of this Kingdome : but allow 
that phraſe | unlawful in it ſelf | to 
carrie more in it, then the bare 2//ega- 
lity of the Impoſition, 

3. Indeed, if it be grant:d, that {it 
was unlawful in the Impoſition, as the 
boldeſt writer fer Obligation of the 
Covenant do not deny ; this #navoida« 
bly drawes on another kind of legality 
on the takers part : for if it was unlaw. 
ful in the impoſing, *twas much more 
ſo, in the taking of it ; It is unreaſon- 
able to Imagine that the Common people 
had any more warrant thus to ſwear: 
in apzblick, Covenant, about matters 
of pablick, concernment, without the cor- 
ſent of the King , then the two houſes 
had, torequir2 it of them. 

4. And though it will not follow, 
that the Covenant 1s not oblzging,meer- 
ly becauſe it was fſinfully 7joyz7'd, or 
finfully taken, it will follow, againſt 
all Contradifion, that a Covenant 1le- 
gally taken is even therefore an unlaw- 
fui Oath, and that is the thing we are 
herecalled to declare, 5. Tha 
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5. That is no more then this ; that ' 
the peoples covenanting in ſo numerous 
a body, info publique a manner, and 
about niatters of fo publiqre concerne ! 
ment, without and againſt the minde* 

of their King is an unlawful A& : and 
| though the matter of the Covenant 
could not -have been proved ' to: 
be znlawfull ,* yet thus it is pro- 
perly , becauſe formally an wnlawfull 
Oath. | 

Therefore, it is worth the heed« 
ing, for the ſatisfafion of ſuch a ſcru- 
ple, that the A# doth not, call us to 
declare , that the Covenant was in 
it ſelf unlawful (as ſome too eareleſly 
lay. it dath) that might have ſeemed. 
to reflect upon the matter of, the Co- 
venant.; but that it is; in ir {elf,. an 
unlawful Oath, which rather ſeems 
to interid the forme and manzyer of it, 
as a publique Covenant , 4s was now 
faid, taken by a numerous body of Sub- 
jets, without and againſt the mind of 
their King, Os 
- I fhalt not need-to repeat , what 
hath been urged be fore to prove the 


main 
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main matter of the Covenant unlaw- 
ful ; but ſhall feal up this, with thar - 
unqueſtionable Razle of my Lord of 
Lincoln ; who pleaſeth to acknowe ' 
ledge , that fomerimes , though the 
paflum be illicitam , yet res patta li- 
cet : the things ſworn may be lawful, 
yet the Oath an unlawful Oath, 


CASE XXI. 
HY hether it be lawful to declare that 
- the Covenant ws impoſed upon the 
:.SubjeQs of ' thi4 Realm , ayainft the 
nown Laws and Liberties of this 
.Kiggdom? © T 


__—_ * 
ET T7 E are now, even at.our Foxrs 


/V * nies end, and the ſooxer be- 
= | cauſe 
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cauſe we hardly met with any nabim 
our way, inthe preſent Caſe, * * :- 

I. I find there is nothing morea- 
fily yielded to be: xnlawful., touching 
the Couenant, then the impaſition of it's 
and how it can be:unlawtal jn «he 
smepaſition , except” it :wene 1 a 
ogy _ Laws and Libertdes 
of the Kingdome , I cannot -appre- 


- -2, It. is enough, 4hat:we read [It 
as a favdamental mn the Petttur.of 
Right, that it #s contrary tothe Libet= 
ty.of the Sabjeft to have an Oath inn 
poſed © without an AG of Parliament © 
and: the - Log Parliamentit ſelf, that 
impoſed the Covenant, neyer preten- 
ded -to- make an At of Parliament 
without. the Kizg : ' or if they had 
done ſo , it had been to very fitrle 
| ©, becauſe they had rhus pre« 

4. to do what:they could 70ridoy 
and afed againſt the known Conſtirutii 
on of the Kingdom, as their ſwucceſſons 


3. If it ſhould be faid , that the 
Oath made with the Gibeonites was 
L 2 againſt 


MI 
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againſt the Liberties of the people, 
and yet it was found to be oblig- 


-: Firſt, we are not here called to de. - 
.clare the non-obligation' of the Cove. 
nant, but the legal: impoſition : yet, 
ſeeing we hadino occaſion to ſpeak un- 
-to:this. Objection before, briefly a word 
or two, now. | , eb 
2, There is no reſemblance betwixt 
the Covenant .made' with the Gbere 
-nites, and the Covenant we treat off: 
That Covenant. was'not impoſed - on 
either. part ; but freely taken. and 
therefore could not b againſt . the 
Laberties of the people; volenti non fit.in- | 
gmn;r; fe 551 4 $5.06 
+119; : Befides, the Text faith expreſly, 
that 7oſhu2 made the. League with 
them, 'who-was:Swþream ; and all: the 
Princes of the Congregation ſware unto 
them : whereas, vary 'of our [Princes 
did refuſe  the:;Covenant , yea , for 
ought we know, 420ft. of them 5 and our 
Foſhua, the King , proclaimed againſt 
ou: 1:5 Teen "If 18 -£ 
4+ Again, that Lragze wargto ſhew 
AED "Ix \ 200 
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too much favour 10 ſtrangers, and ene 
mies.: but the Covenant endeavours to 

 roet out a very conſiderable part of our 
own Nation, - a 
_ 5. Apain, by that League there was 
no Fundamental, no Law at all vio- 
lated, no hart done: by ours, many 
Laws are to be torn in pieces : the 
Kings Prerogative, whoſe: conſent was 
neceſlary , invaded : the. priviledge of 
Parliament to make new Laws ,. in 
things. lawful , or eftabliſh the: old, 
broken : the 1:berties of the people, in 
being impoſed on, with the Covenant, 
without an AG of Parliament, and ha- 
ving ſo many ſocieties of Ecclefiaſtical 
PR_ deſtroyed , plainly ſubver= 
ted. | "= 

6. Indeed, nothing can be Gd, 

why the Oath made in favour of the 2 Sam. 31: 

Gibeonites by Joſhua, the King, and all 

the Princes and people, ſhould not ob. 

lige : and nothing can be ſaid, why 

the Covenant made with hatred of the 

Biſhops, for their injury and raine, by 

a part of the Parliament and People 

without , and againſt the King and 
| L 3 the 


IMI 
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> Laws, when (contrary to the very 
Conſtitution of the Land) there were 
none to #epreſert them, in ether Houſe , 
nothing I fay, can reaſonably be ſaid, - 
why ſuch a Covenant , ſo far ar leaſt, 
fhonld binde at all. One imay be 
brand to do the grod he hath ſworn, 
fy was Joſhua, &c. to the Gibeonites , 
ene cannot be bound to do the evil 
he hath ſworn, asthe Covenant would 
hive him. | 

-- », Fart was cheated into a Cve- 
want , that hurt nome but themſelves , 
i#- themſelves at all ; and therefore 
their Covenant obliged them : Eng. 
Id, tat is, @ great part of it, was 
alf5 cheated ( pardon the expreſſion) 
Into a Covenant that injured the Takers, 

< bh every body ; elſe ; the. King, the 
- 4" Pirliament that! made it, all fature 
| Parliaments, the Liberties of the 
people, the Covernours and Govern- 
ten of the Chnreh, yea,and God him- 

felf, and the Comſciences and Sonls of 

the Tahers thethſelves, (1by breaking 

the bonds of all former obligations npon 
them, tothe contyary ;) as in particu- 

lar 
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lar hath before appeared ; and how 
then can 7 bind to ſo' muck 'inigquie 
<* need - ſay no more to this or other 
inſtances of Zedekzah's Oath, &c. or, 
| I preſume, to this Argyment of the 
Declarations ; that hath indeed en» 
gaged me longer then ' at firſt I 
foreſaw. | -- 
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-4 general Concluf 10n, rouch- 
| ':7ng the Lawfulneſle of 
Re-ordination, and the 
Government , Liturgy 
and —_ of the 


Church of England. f 


aNd 695 (age we OTE tn 


pt [I y_ 


Roſs by Here is but one thing more, 
164 "ip np I ſry in the condition of Law, re- 
_k iO & quired of M'*nifters , by the 
un fant Dov AF of Uniformity ; Re-ordination of 
= + nt Fach, as are onely Ordained already 
"0 YM va by Prechyters , and Ordinaticn of ſuch 
| x {1 $5 "yas are ot, by Biſhops, T hope, ſuch 
| K Ex POINT yh as are concerned herein, willnot ſtand 
4 * 6 pP too. much upon this ,* conſidering, 
| Ge ex? gs that Tiberty is not denied them, to 
ge» v- *Copbo% keep their own ſence , whether "the 


Too jor Frere by Presbyters only is = 
rk by þ J 6-* _—_ -ogck wannſſoerl ark (fy Vv 


of vrdme? » «nv well u fo Ys hays LSE on P if =o1$ 
& 1+ Cf F<i4d of wap OB Gaþbt ” 5h Ln 
by. Je") ſn Fa. rkene/f 2” is E —. @\ 


RET "tn wh Mats vi het Fd ofa « Nang 


Wop / (ft a ” vp" 


K 
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or not 7 alſo that the A& makes it « =o» ts 
{lf no judge of the Ordination by q7 2... 
Presbyters in forraign Churches #alfo, . jd wk _ 
that, there i8 no gther way, according #/ my 

to the. Law of the Land to exerciſe $"< gy Pao 
their Miniftry in this Church; as alſo, j.,+.: 1 \f5 
that if their former Ordination ſhould” os en [0 Cay oy 

be confirmed by any other form ,, it , | 
could nat. paſle for legal Ordination &.. 2 
in this Church or Nation : nor legal- = 

ly intitle them to the care of ſouls, ;; al 
or to the profits of their places ; no ot oh por fl 
other being thought fit -to be appoin» dam of gol Vf 
ted , or allowed by ons Governours ;f2* =" viſe 
and therefore _— bmiſſion there- be hp - Go 
unto cannot be a taking Gods name *Z p Nob bof 


in vaine, Which hath fo en and ſo» on _ yi 

y__ Wa 
6, btw bo 

lidering, that worthy Mr. Humphery, ww w hs 


| ml 
hath written ſo effetizally and ſo Jarge- »; <þ «ffs 5 


LO Mem TI yu 3 0.45 
ly already,. upon this $4abjets. * Rove tp 9)-Roa? @ robe & 


- He hath ſo well prevented my pains .,,6,,.5, .. = 
herein, I have onely to refer my Bre- ... -6e:6..+ 
thren to his Books for their full ſatisfa- 15> #165 '& 


on in thispoint. 4, bd Pham "oy "1 In "nw 


= 


42. 40h, Ah 


20. Concerning that w which I have þ% o F-voh M | | 
written, in. this Treatiſe',, give me #*>j® (#5 ef} 
leave. to ſubſcribe ( which I do, ex 7" wy Tap 
ey v — ky w» ag 04 Won? wi oa  animso)) | vp ary _— | 
Ho od - 0 wy 7 ip. [08 then » | 
+ 0'oy wt; þ nb wal þ rc? GE LY | 

0 hen 
ls _ ..ft 
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"i ſo . - 472286 ) that Thave not uſed one Ar> 
Py n /*gument » bne I really judge ie cor | | 
4 offend ;.mncing , and fixh as is not, cither, 
&ſ* ir a *" anſwered or prevented by any thing 
Koo bone te written, either by Mr. Crofton, or the | 
cxppay 4: learned and fober Sao of the Cove 
1; bn g 5 = —— plea, | 

PERVIIC PF 3: Neither can I divine, what may 
ooh "gn {poſſibly be urged againſt the De- 
MA Yr 53 elarations ,, that is not anſwered ; 
« pgby-hy of þ : ; 
we WK except onely the wmlawfulneſſe of 


dot ea the Government, Liturgy, or Cere- 
Ho |- of 


md 4+ {ew 
we Slim «| monies of the Church : : af which are 


Bo. $al-iÞ. av2) Landed concerned in the Declarations 
b ag Lequired, 

OO: tee 4. I confeſſe, I took the lawfulneſſe | 
| -LI6ap 6s {a of <1 in themſelves for granted, and 
bay Ag _— ”Yiny reaſon, I hinted at the beginmag of 
+" wr ] my book, namely , becauſe I was to 
a treat ſuch onely, or chiefly, with it, as 
had purpoſed to conforms, had not the 
AF required them thus to declare : fuch 
I conceived, did not believe the Gr. 
vernment of the Chur ch, or any Offce 
or Ceremony of the Common Prayer « 
Book , was in it felf unlawful ; who 
by their Conformity intended ' before, 
to own the one, and praiſe the o@ } 
ther, 5. How- 


UMI 
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s, However , tee We humbly be- 


ſeech my Brethren , (if thus they ſcra- 
ple ) ſerioully to Confider , that the 


ableſt Pens, that ever Engaged in theſe - 


great Controverſies, have hitherto 
formd it a task too difficult for them, 
to evince,that either the form of Go. 
vernment , or any thing required in 
our Liturgie , is in i ſelf unlawe 
full. 

6. Yea, give me leave to make my 
Obſervation , that-very few that have 
been Learned , and Sober , and Faith= 
full in the point, fince the Reformation, 
to the beninmng of our late Troubles 
but (though they have much ſcrupled 
at firſt) have argued themſelves at 
length to a Conviction, at leaſt of the 
lawfulneſſeof them, - 

7, I hope my Brethren will not 
fake it amiſſe , If I offer to remember 
them, that Conſcience is not Regala 
Regulans (im the firft Conſideration, 
though ſo in the ſecond _) but Regulz 
Regulate: and that ſhe hath a Ryle 
above her, that muſt be a Rzle unto 
her, and the very Synterifis and Pro- 
Pofinion , from which alone ſhe ww 
5 raw 
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draw and conclute all her definitions of 
things lawful or unlawfal. 

$8, The meaſure therefore: of the 
Fxdgement of Confcience, 1s the mind- 
Hy God and not our own : Notour own 
mind, much leſſe our will. - So that, 
what he commands, muſt ' be held a 
Duty , what he forbids, muſt be held 
a fin; and what he neither commands 


nor forbids, maſt be held wndifferent : 


that is, in it ſelf, to be neither a Daty 
nor a Sin, by every well enlighined, 
rightly ruled, and Indifferent Con- 
ſ rence. - | 

9. Now, if it be a dowbt to any 
Mans Conſcience what 15 left. by God 


mndifferent, that is, what he hath nei-. 


ther commdnded and made a Daty, nor 
forbidden and made a Sin, What re- 
maines,but that he follow the advice of 
our Saviour, and ſearch the Scriptures? 
theſe, we may be ſure, are the beſt-Rale 
of Conſcience , - as the cleareſt Teſtimony 
of Gods Mind. | 

10, If yet the doubt continue, what 
God hath left indifferent, in the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, ſuffer me to ſay, that it 


is not poſſible, that there ſhould be a | 


better 


UM 
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better help under Heaven for the re« 

movall of i: , beſides. znmediate Re- 

velation { which may not be extet:4) 
then the »Fndgment of the Primivive 

and Reformed Churches. 7 

I 1. Let the perſon, then, that deſires 
ſatisfaition indeed, bring his Conſcience 
and the great things in queſtion, firſt, to 

_ the Bar and Rule of Scripture; and if 
he cannot ſee them condemned there (as 
truly I cannot ) let him in the fear of 
the Lord, and the ſincerity of his heart 
after Truth and Peace, yet proſecute 
his full ſatisfaGion, by repairing unto, 

and duely examining; firſt, what O- 

pinion the Primitive Churches, (as fooy. 

as they took notice of theſe things 27 

Co ntroverſie ) had of them: and then 

alſo, ask the Fadgement of the moſt 

eminent Reformed Divines 5 they have 

freely fignified the ſame upon all occafi- 

ons in their witings, ever fince the 
1 Reformation, 

Now, if it be «unqueſtionably found, 
that both the Primitive and Reformed 
Churches have unanimouſly teſtified ; 
| That they believe, the things now in 
Controverſia. 


UMI 
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Controverfie with w , are not forbid- 
den by God , but that they are at 
leaſt of an Indifferent Natwre , and 
. may lawfully be uſed; Who art thou, 
O Man, that replieft ? or dare ſay, 
"my are unlawful, 
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An Addition to the firſt 
Impreſſion, by way of 
Supplement to the two 
great Caſes touching the 
In:xpediency and unlaw- 
| Fulneſſe of things im- 
Om g- 


J , 


_ 
.” nd 


I, Touching the Dorine of 
Expediency. : 


Eft the Dodrine of Fapedieny 
_ n—_—_ remain under the 


any-exception: Thave 

: won Ny good to ate atew things for 
the farther thkaring of it , in fnſwer 
| = PTY Objettion againſt 


I 
ve 


14.4 An Additional 
Objet}, It way be aid, quod nom expedit nou 


Anſw, 


licet 5 and if that which is not expedi« 
ent , be not lawful, then it may not 


be pratticed upori any pretence ; for- 


we muſt not do evzl, that gozd may 
COME. | Lo. 

:In . Anſwer hereunto, I crave leave 
to diſtinguiſh :, for things are »nlaw- 
ful, or evil, in ſpecte, or in genere, only. 

\ - That I call unlawful in fecte,, which 
Is 71 it ſelf, without reſpe@ to. its: cir- 
cumſtances , . prohibited by ſome ſfee- 
cial Law, natural or poſitive, . as Thefi, 
Mrrther , Profaning the Lords day, 


&c, now things ſimply inexpedient, - 
«i gi8.': * NE 
cannot be thought unlawful in hz 


ſence, they. being granted on _ all. 
hands to. be in themſelves indiffe= 
Fende: :. CDS. od 
That is unlawfiil,. or evil in genere 
only, (onthe other hand) that is not 
the tranſzreſſion,. of aiiy ſpecial Lay 
of Nature or ;Scripture s but: by reafan 
of ſome accident, or outward:reſpet, 


we A 


circumſtance; or-conſequence ;: (for the” 
fake of which ; the thing becomes: 


forbidden) is unlawful by ſome. geaeral- 
Rule of Decency, Order, Cujtam, or the 
like, Thus, 
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Thus onely are things inexpedient, 
unlawful or evil : not in themſelves, 
but from their circumſtances ; not in 
their Natures , but accidentally ; not 
as violations of a ſpecial, but of a ge- 
ral Law of God. So that, if the in- 

| expediency of ſuch a thing, for which 
alone it is prohibited, be either ſevered 
from it, or over=ballanced, it becomes 
repugnant to no Law at all ; and con- 
ſequently, the evil and unlawtfulneſſe 
is, in.ſuch a caſe, removed. Mr. Cat- Ioſtitur, lj, 
vin gives us ſome inſtances of this, 4611+ 31s 
ſhortly, and ſmartly; Quid ? an mn 
Muliere Carbaſo ſita Religio eft ur nudo 
capite egredi fit nefas ? an ſaniium de 
ejus filentio decretum, quod vidlari ſine 
ſummo ſecelere non poſſit ? an aliquid 
in genuflexione , inbumando cadavere 
myſterium , quod preterirs fine piaculo 
n0n poſſit £ minime, Sed eſt Ni- 
hilominus in iſtis rebus quod agendum 
aut cavendum mos regionis , inſlitnta 

' thſa deniq; bumanitas,& modeſiie regula 
diffet. | 

For, that which by reaſon of cir 
cumflances onely, is evill or unlawfull, 


is ſo onely a*c:dentally , and may be 
M not - 


MI 
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not immutablyſo: and that which is ev;] 
by accident, in one reſpeft,may be good, 
yea better in another : now if circum- 
ances ſway on the other hand,the thing 
that at firſt ſeemed otherwiſe, may thus 
prove expedzent ; and by the very rea- 
{on of this Objefion, lawful, x 
Yea, admit that ſome reſpefts do 
render it 'inexpedient , yet, if more 
and greater render it expedient ; it 
thus becomes more expedient , then 
inexpedient ; and the over-ballance of 
' expediency, concluding the Caſe ( ac- 
cording toPolanus his Golden Rule,) 
the inexpediency muſt yield it ſelf, and 
the thing . proceeds in zh an in- 
| ſtance of. praftice, to be expedzent 
and orght tobe done. For, ſuppoſe 
the thing muſt either be Joe, orleft 
undone : and-it 35 inexpedtent, all things 
conſidered; to leave it undone, then it 
1s expedzent, and conſequently neceſſary, 
to be done, 
: We muſt not do evill- to obtaine 
goed , yet we muſt do good ,, to pre- 
vent ez, though the thing be good 
for nothing elſe. Things that are 
expedient ,, are therefore good, - | It 
|  ſeemeth 
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ſeemeth good to us] and therefore, ne- 


ceſſary. | Theſe neceſſary things ]ags:s. 


whence, thoſe. very things; which we 
are afraid to do , becauſe inexpedient, 
may pollibly be our: dry to do, be- 
cauſe expedzent, | 7 | 
The /umme is, things with reſpe& 
to expediency and jnexpediency,; fall 
under a doxble conſideration. And 
ſuch things as in their firſt conſidera 
tion are inexpedient, may. in ſome 
ſecond reſpes, be both lawful, - expedi= 
ct, and neceſſary;to bedone, | 
Now, whatſoever cenſure the rea- 
ſors. given of it may confli& with ; 
I dare ſay, the Propoſition it ſelf, was 
hardly ever before oppoſed ; 'and 1 
would fain hope it is not now. 
No doubt, the Apoſtles knew ver 
well, that a rcfufing to eat things 
ftrangled, and bloud, at that period 
of time, eſpecially, by a Law to en- _ 
joyn it, carried, in the firft confidera- 
tion of it, no ſmall inconvextence, as - 
1s eaſily judged from the reſt of their 
Writings ; yea, in that very La, 
they grant they are burthens, (0 
other Burthen ) yet to prevent greater 
+ 
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inconveniencies, (the Apoſtacy of the 
Fews, the interruption of the Goſ= 


þel, ec, ) it ſeemed good unto them,, 


yea neceffary ſo to do.; 
Inft. 4. St. Cyprian*s Rule is Catholick ; we 
12.11, Either find it, or ſome Allufion to it, 
almoſt every where. Calvin,amongſt 
others, cites and ſeals it, and my Con- 
clufion with it. Miſericorditer igitur 
corripiat homo : quod autem non poreſt, 
patienter ferat, & cum delectione gemat 
atque lugeat, | 
Vid. Aug. St. Ambroſe his advice to St. Au- 
epiſt. 86, g#ſtine's Mother , that ſhe (hould con- 
Caſula: Fform'to the uſages of every Church where 
prope f- ſhe came , ( which St. Auguſtine re- 
epiſi. 8 ceived as an Oracle from God ) muſt 
nur, 119. needs indulge my propoſition ; unlefle 
every. #ſaze in the ſeveral Churches 


where ſhe might poſſibly come, were 


exactly ſquared to the ſtri& Idea of fit- 

nefſe and expediency in the Matroz's 

Mind , which can hardly be imagin- 
Servilibm ed, # | 
oneribus * And St. Auzritine himſelf was in 
ns: our very Caſe, tis known, he was much 
bilior fs Croubled at the mwltirude of Ceremo- 


coxditio nies in is time; and heavily com- 


Fudeorum. plaines | 
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plaines of them as a burthen, nay a . 
bondage, to the. Church, a' bondage _ | 
worſe then Fewiſh, pet whoever found Eccleſn® 
him ſymbolizing with Donatis , or-.-multyg 
ihe leaſt, toencourage any man, for tolerar. 
any. ſuch cauſe , to break' the .Vnion ibid. 
and Peace of the Church by Separati- 
on 2 yea, he was the Captaine-iof the 
Hoſts of the Lord , againſt all appear- 
ances of ſuch Schiſme, TM 
Moſt of the Forraign Reformed Di- 
vines, have not onely afferted, but ap= 
plied the Rule, to oxr very Caſe, (and 
_ therefore the rather to be heeded) and 
have de induſtria given their advice, 
from the preſent principle, touching 
Conformity in England ': and what do 
they fay in it?do they not either approve 
our uſages, or diſlike them onely as in- 
convenient ? and thoſe they diſlike as 
inconvenient, do they not, nothwith= 
. ftanding their inconvenience, yet earn-= 
eſtly perſwade to Conformity to them ? 
and what is it that moves them ſo ſe- 
verely to admoniſh them againſt Nor- 
Conformity, but;a fad proſpe® of greater 
inconveniences ,.the diſquiet of the 
Church, the provoking of our Govern- 
| M 3 ours, 
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ours, and the laying afide the work of 
the Goſpel. 
If Unacquaintance with theſe wor- 
thy -men cauſe any to doubt or ſuſpeG . 
this truth; Lhumbly beg chemghrodPh 
| Iy to. examine it, eſpecially in the dif 
-conrſe of the troubles at Franckford , 
and thoſe weighty papers of Bucer, P. 
Martyr, &c, to Biſhop Hooper, Cran- 
mer, Greendall, &c, about this very 
Controverſie. If you read the other 
diſputes, and occafionall advices of 
Calvin, Zanchy,Polanus, Alefins, Beza, 
| Saravia, Hemingius , Bucanus, Bullin- 
ger , _— s Parews, Arelius , and 
the reſt of that gol/dez number ; they all 
conlent (except Iliricas ) in the ſweet- 
eſt harmony as one man, that for ſome 
Incomvemencies impoſed -on us , we 
ought not , to 4#i* the Office of the 
Miniſtry, or hazard the Church. 
Ilhricus, that onely eminent forraign 
Divine in his Age againſt Conformity, 
had this Apology beyond us ; that the 
Interim, full of popiſþ errours, was then 
by ' Charles the Fifth impoſed upon 
Germany,, Yet notwithſtanding all 
his other excellencies what a horrid 
Characer 


Supplement, he. ISL 


Charater MelanGon, yea and Beza 
himſelf gives of himand his cauſe : but 
what was. his crzme # he hotly per- 
ſwaded all the Miniſters #9 lay down 
their Minijtry rather them conform ; p,._ . 
which occaſioned fo manyFamzults,that kg Cato. 
Beza complaines he promoted Popery,as an, 1540+ 
if he had been hired by: the Pope of 
Rome, andindeed,deferved that black, 
name which. a fober Hifteriaz gives 
him. Matthias Flaceins, homo vehemens : 
eFgquocungue loco pedem figeyet, accer- 
rs mus Turbarum mcentor. | 
Notwithſtanding, therefore, theſe 
heats of Illyricas and his furious follow= 
ers, It will be their Joy and Crown,at 
laſt,that can truly ſay,with Lumbertus, 
Nihil novi attuli, fed antiquam © re- 
ceptam Dofirinam,&c, I bave brought 
in nothing new, but the old and re- 
ceived Dodtrine of the Scriptures, the 
F atbers, and the general part of Modern: 
Divines, which my Conſcience, yea 
theſe my Eyes bearing me witnefi, I can 
ſafely do. 
, When I read that imprudent, yea 
impudent faying of Miricas, branded 
by Melangon-, viz. that rather then 
dl ol M 4. Conformity 
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( onformity ſhould be yielded, Deſolation 
ſhould be made in the Church, and that 
Princes are tobe frighted with the ter- 
rour of Inſurreion : I find my ſelf car- .. 
ried yet 'more to the conrary 5 and 


'the more enamoured with the ſober, 


fafe and peaceable counſell of Me- 
Ianfon,and his Brethren, in the preſent 
Concluſion, | 

Yet I muſt needs confeſs,that theFru:t 
& profit which the Chxrch hath reaped 
from this Rule, _ we onght rather to 
conform to ſome things inexpedicnt, then 
20 lay down our Miniſtry] the Fruit,I ſay, 
hereof hath more- deeply affeted me, 
then any hurt or danger of the Contra- 
ry, which haply may not be imperti- 
nent briefly to touch. 

The Miniſters of Suevia ( as Me- 
lanfon tells us) would not conform to 
the uſe of the Surplice, but rather choſe 
to lay down their Miniſtry ; But M-- 
lancon and Pomeranus ,*. even by the 
force of this very Principle, that we 
ought to conform to ſome inconveni- 


Cone,Me- encies , rather then to'leave our Mini- 
P-2- ſtery, recovered meſt of the Miniſters 
's4 of Margueſſe Albertus Dominion, to a 


peaceable 


peaceable mind , and due Conformi- 
tie. TS Bos 

By the ſame Argument Calvin qui- 
eted the Church-at Geneva, when all ' 
in an uproar about the Yafer-cake : he 
told them to this effe&, that the tiung 
was in it ſelf :ndifferciit , and for its 
convenience, they. ought not to break, 
and hazard the Church, Generally, 
by this 2loze, he argued both Miniſters 
and People, that ſcrupled at it, to con- 
formity again. 

Neither have we been altogether 
without ſome fr7zt of this Do@rine in 
England : indeed the moſt emincnt 
Non-conformiſts here have known its 

wer. | 
_ + - Biſhop Hooper, for not praftiſing, 
and for preaching againſt conformity, 
was convented before the ; High Com- 
miſſion, and impriſoned , yet at length, 
did conform himſelf But by whar 
means ? why, at length by the pains 
- of Buccer, Peter Martyr, and Calvin, he 
became convinced of this truth (that, 
we ought not to ſtick at an inconveni=- 
ence, to the prejudice of the Church) 
' and thenthe work was done, 

d By 


Ld 
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By virtue of the ſame principle; 
were a while after, Dottor Humphrey. 
Dr. Reynolds , Dr, Sparkes , Dr. Cha 
loner , Dr. Ayray, Mr. Chadertain, and 
Mr. Kenwſtubs, all very eminent, after 
a long reluancy, at laft [ubdzed, and 
reduced to conformity. | 

In Jater time, Mr. Sprit, after he | 
had ſhewn much oppoſition , hath 
with more learning, ſobernefſe, and 
induſtry, teſtified to the world, that 
he was prevailed upon by the ſame 
Conſideration : the very Title of his 
Book, , is, the neceſſity of Conformity in 
caſe of Deprivation : he alſo aflures 
us, in the Epijtle to his Book, that 
by the ſame Argument, many others 
had received fatisfation from him, 
and ' doubts not but many more 
would. 

Give.me leave to afſume, that this 

' Principle may have life and vigour 
ſtill : 1 mean, not in 7: ſelf, for ſoit 
33 Aral, perpetual, and eternal, but 
in the mindes of ſober men. And that 
when the Tempeſt is over, and the 
thoughts of people a little more Cal- 
med, my Brethren may diſcern this 

| truth 

» 
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truth more clearly, and reap the | 
peaceable fruit of it, ( which, our 

good God, the God of peace, in mercy 

to this poor Church grant) yea, I 

hope I perceive, ſome bloſſomes to ap- 

pear alrcady : great is the truth, and will 
prevail, 
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: 23 citing, 2?fication, et boldly addes, licuit, it 
x Cor. 9. was la for Paul to circumciſe Tin 
20c mothy. 

Zanchy, and Peter Martyr, to name 
no more, come neer to #6 in their ap 
plication, Peter Martyr faith;that with- 

Lac com. Ou Controverſie, the abſtaining from 
folro87, bloud and things firangled were Aaro- 
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JunCiion, for peace, and the better con= 
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purifying, were hay and {iubble at that 
time. Yet he approves them for love 
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Miniſters , threatned by ' Authority , to 
uſe ſuch Ceremonies: as are hay a 
ftubble, rather then to leave their Mi- 
niſtry. 
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ful, which God forbid. 
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ſhall ſee the foreſaid Scriptures better 
anſwered, then I have yet done, 
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